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London  Road, 
Chelmsford. 

2nd  July,  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chelmsford  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  > 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of 
your  District  during  the  year  1946. 

The  Death  rate  for  the  year  per  1,000  population  was  11.2 
compared  with  10.7  for  1945,  and  the  Birth  rate  was  *19.7  com- 
pared with  17.5  for  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was  not  above 
the  average. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials,  progress 
in  providing  houses  has  not  been  so  rapid  as  anticipated. 

No  extensions  of  sewers  and  sewage  purification  works 
have  been  undertaken.  These  are  urgently  required  in  some 
parts  of  the  District. 

Further  extensions  to  watermains  have  been  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  extension  of  the  Public  Cleansing  service  throughout 
the  District  has  been  approved. 

To  my  colleagues  I am  much  indebted  for  valuable  assistance, 
and  to  Mr.  Denton  Ogden  for  helping  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report. 

For  the  sympathetic  consideration  and  assistance  received 
during  the  year,  I beg  to  thank  the  Council. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  F.  MACDONALD. 
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STAFF. 


Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council : H.  H.  Gowers. 

Deputy  Clerk  to  the  Rural  District  Council : C.  R.  Pluintrec. 
Financial  Officer  to  the  Rural  District  Council : M.  W.  Butcher. 

PUBLIC  HKALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : Johu  F.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
(also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  Districts  of  Maldon 
and  Rochford). 

Clerk  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : W.  D.  Hall. 

M.  C.  Barton  resigned  in  1947. 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Petroleum  Inspector  :* 

A.  Denton  Ogden,  M.B.E.,  F.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : — * 

T.  H.  C.  Bartrop,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

C.  F.  Allard,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

Assistant  to  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : L.  W.  Eckersley, 

A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerk- Assistant : F.  B.  Brewster. 

Clerk  : R.  H.  Hawkes,  (returned  to  duty  from  H.M.  Forces* 
Oct.,  1946). 

I.  G.  Warren,  (called  up  for  service  in  H.M.  Forces,  September, 
1946). 

! *Qualified  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods,  Royal  Sani- 
tary Institute. 


ENGINEER’S  DEPARTMENT. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  : W.  E.  Bunker,  M.Inst.,  M.  & CyE., 
M.R.San.I. 

Assistant  Engineer  and  Surveyor  : D.  C.  Pinder. 

HOUSING  ESTATES  DEPARTMENT. 

Estate  Surveyor  and  Ambulance  Officer : E.  Ollett. 
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CHELMSFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  

Population  (estimated,  1945) 

Population,  1931  (census) 


86,590  (land  and  inland  waters.) 
35,190 

27,836  (13,628  males;  14,208 
females). 


Number  of  families  or 

separate  occupiers  ( 1931 ) 7,441 


Number  of  houses  on  31st 
December,  1946  ...  10,530 


The  rateable  value  of  the  district  for  the  half-year  commencing— 
1st  April,  1946,  was  £193,268  10s.  Od. 

The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  year  ended 

81st  March,  1946  £783  18  2 
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Social  Conditions. 

A large  proportion  of  the  adult  population  of  the  district 
is  employed  in  the  agricultural  industry.  A number  residing 
in  the  parishes  adjacent  to  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford  are  em- 
ployed in  works  in  the  Borough. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live 

(Legitimate  . . . 

Total 

656 

MaW 

342 

Fcniale 

3141 

Birth-rate  (R.G.)  19.7 

Births 

llllegitimate  . . . 

37 

24 

13/ 

Still 

(Legitimate  . . . 

14 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  births 

Births 

llllegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

—I 

19.8 

Deaths 

...  • • • 

306 

'190 

206  Death-rate  (R.G.)  liV2 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes : — 

From  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ...  ...  1 

Other  Maternal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Males,  10  (9  legitimate);  females,  6 (all  legitimate). 

(1  Illegitimata). 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  23 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ..  23 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  30 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ' ...  ■ 60 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 
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Comparative  Table'  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates  During  the 

Year,  1946. 


X 

Rate  per  1,000 
Resident  Population 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
1,000  regis- 
tered live 
births 

. 

Live 

BirthS; 

Deaths  from 
all  causes 

England  and  Wales 

19.1 

11.5 

43 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns,  ineluding  London 

22.2 

. . f 

12.7 

45 

148  Smaller  Towns  with  resident 
population  of  from  25,000  to 
50,000  at  1931  Census... 

21.3 

11.7 

37 

Chelmsford  Rural  District 

1 

19.7 

11.2 

23 

The  deaths  classified  according  to  age  were  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Deaths 


1 

Occurring 
in  district 

Of  non- 
residents 
occurring 
in  district 

Of  residents 
occurring 
outside 
district 

Allotted 
to  district 

Under  1 year 

6 

2 

12 

16 

1 and  under 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 „ ' „ 

5 



— 

1 

1 

J 9 9 9 

15 

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 O J y y y 

25 

8 

5 

3 

6 

yf  yy 

35 

7 

5 

5 

7 

30  yy 

45 

10 

6 

6 

10 

45  ,,  ,, 

55 

22 

5 

11 

28 

yy  yy 

65 

35 

10 

23 

48 

65  ,,  ,, 

75 

105 

36 

28 

97 

75  and  over 

••• 

159 

27 

47 

179 

Totals  . . . ‘ 

355 

97 

138 

396 

Natural  increase  of  population,  namely,  the  excess  in  the 
number  of  live  births  over  the  nuniber  of  deaths,  since  1937  is 
shown  in  the  following  tabular  statement. 
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Year 

Number  of 
Births 

Deaths 

Increase 

1937 

460 

370 

90 

1938 

485 

340 

145 

1939 

497 

357 

140 

1940 

518 

419 

99 

1941 

478 

416 

62 

1942 

600 

372 

228 

1943 

584 

387 

197 

1944 

670 

427 

243 

1945 

586 

358 

228 

1946 

693 

396 

297 

The  following  table  classifies  the  deaths  according  to  cause 
and  sex — 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

3 

2 

5 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  &|Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

3 

6 

Other  tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

SyphiUtic  Diseases... 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

26 

34 

60 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

20 

30 

50 

Heart  disease 

56 

57 

113 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

8 

13 

Bronchitis  ... 

11 

7 

18 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

7 

17 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Nephritis 

3 

4 

7 

Puerperal  and  post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Malformation,  etc. 

7 

4 

11 

Premature  Birth  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide 

7 

3 

10 

Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

2 

6 

All  other  causes 

19 

29 

48 

Totals 

190 

206 

896 

0 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

The  Rural  District  Council  consists  of  36  elected  nriembers 
and  meets  monthly.  There  are  several  Committees  dealing 
with  Public  Health  matters,  each  of  which  meets  on  the  3rd 
Tuesday  of  each  month.  The  Committees’  reports  are  pre- 
sented at  the  following  Council  Meeting — 4th  Tuesday  in  each 
month.  The  Minutes  of  the  Council  are  printed  and  distributed 
to  members. 


LIST  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Genera]  Purposes  and  Staffing. 

Finance. 

Buildings  and  Planning. 

Public  Health. 

Housing. 

Re-Housing. 

Slum  Clearance. 

Estates  Management. 

Drainage  and  Water. 

Rating  and  Valuation. 

Fuel  and  Lighting  Advisory. 

Catering. 

Community  Centres. 


The  Council  is  represented  on  the  : — 

Chelmsford  Area  Assessment  Committee. 

Chelmsford  Joint  Sewerage  Committee. 

Chelmsford  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

South-East  Essex  Superannuation  Joint  Committee, 
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South-East  Essex  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
Committee. 

Chelmsford  Area  Guardians  Committee. 

Road  Safety  Joint  Committee. 

Traffic  Committee 

Ministry  of  Labour  Employment  Committee. 

Mid-Essex  Regional  Planning  Committee.  ' 

Chelmsford  and  District  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Association. 
Rural  District  Council’s  Association  (Essex  Branch). 
Chelmsford  and  District  Youth  Committee. 

Essex  County  Branch  Rural  District  Councils  Association. 
Divisional  Education  Committee. 


IVIidwives.  None  is  subsidised  by  the  District  Council. 
There  were  13  midwives  practising  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  1946.  In  addition  one  midwife  was  in  private  practice. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  or  by  the  County  Council : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis  Institutions  are  provided  by  the  Essex 
County  Council. 

(2)  Maternity  Hospital.  Hospital  treatment  is  provided 
by  the  County  Council  by  arrangement  with  certain  hospitals 
for  the  following  types  of  patients  : — 

(i)  Complicated  or  difficult  cases  of  confinement  where 
hospital  treatment  is  essential.  (St.  John’s  Hospital, 
Chelmsford;  Municipal  Hospital,  Rochford;  Colchester 
Borough  Maternity  Home). 

(ii)  Patients  who,  after  confinement,  are  found  to  be 
suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  (Colchester,  Rush- 
Green,  Romford,  Waltham  Abbey,  and  Billericay 
Isolation  Hospitals). 

(iii)  Pregnant  women  for  whom  hospital  treatment  is 
necessary. 
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(3)  Hospital  for  Children.  Arrangements  are  made  by  the 
Essex  County  Couneil  for  the  reeeption  of  infants  suffering  from 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  at  Rush  Green  Hospital,  Romford, 
and  Oldehureh  County  Hospital,  Romford.  Where,  for  some 
partieular  reason,  the  infant  eannot  be  admitted  to  Hospital, 
the  County  Council  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Essex  County 
Nursing  Association  for  the  provision  of  a trained  nurse  at  the 
patient’s  home. 


Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  patients. ' 

Ascertainment  clinics  are  held  at  Coval  Lane,  Chelmsford 
approximately  once  a quarter. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  children  seen  at  the  Ascertain- 
ment Clinic  to  be  admitted  to  The  Lodge  Hospital,  Orsett,  or 
Runwell  Emergency  Hospital,  Wickford,  or  Oldehureh  County 
Hospital,  Romford. 

After-treatment  clinics  are  held  at  Chelmsford  on  2nd, 
3rd,  and  4th  Monday  commencing  at  2 p.m. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Essex  Education 
Committee  for  operative  treatment  for  the  removal  of  Adenoids 
and  enlarged  Tonsils  at  Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  Chelms- 
ford; St.  John’s  Hospital,  Chelmsford;  Essex  County  Hospital, 
Colchester;  and  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay. 

(4)  Fever  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  for  both 
the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District  by  the  Chelmsford  Joint 
Hospital  Board.  The  Hospital  for  ordinary  infectious  diseases 
situated  in  Great  Baddow  consists  of  an  administrative  block, 
a 14-bed  pavilion,  a 7-bed  pavilion,  an  18-bed  asbestos  pavilion, 
and  the  necessary  out-houses  (wash-house,  laundry,  disinfector, 
mortuary,  etc.) 

m 

(5)  A Small-pox  Hospital  is  provided  by  the  Essex  County 
Council.  For  this  purpose  the  County  Council  has  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  the  Borough  of  Colchester  for  the  provision 
of  Hospital  treatment,  including  ambulance  services,  for  small- 
pox cases. 

(6)  A General  Hospital  (Voluntary)  situated  in  the  Borough 
of  Chelmsford  serves  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District, 
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There  is  provision  provided  at  certain  Social  Welfare 
Institutions  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and 
homeless  children  in  the  district,  and  suitable  cases  can  be 
admitted  to  the  Hostel  for  mothers  and  babies  at  Ardmore, 
Buekhurst  Hill. 

Registered  Nursing  Homes.  These  are  administered 
by  the  Essex  County  Council.  There  are  3 in  the  district. 

Diabetic  Treatment.  During  the  year.  Insulin  has  been 
supplied  free  of  cost  to  5 diabetic  persons  for  whom  no  other 
public  provision  was  made.  As  from  the  “ appointed  day  ” 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  District 
Council  will  not  be  responsible  for  this  free  issue. 

British  Restaurants.  During  the  war,  the  District  Council 
inaugurated  two  British  Restaurants — one  in  Great  Baddow 
and  one  in  Writtle.  These  are  still  functioning  and,  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  provided  the  following  meals 


Great  Baddow  Writtle 
37,759  47,722 

66,841  39,537 


Main  meals  supplied  to  the  public 
Main  meals  supplied  to  schools 


The  schools  supplied  are : — Great  Baddow,  Galley  wood, 
Danbury,  Sandon,  Chignal,  Roxwell,  Writtle,  and  Heathcote 
Private  School,  Danbury. 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  For  infectious  diseases  there 
is  a motor  ambulance  which  is  housed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
in  Great  Baddow. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  there  are  two 
modern  motor  ambulances,  both  Buick,  one  30  h.p.,  and  the 
other  32  h.p.  These  are  both  directly  controlled  by  the  Rural 
District  Council  and  are  both  garaged  at  the  Council  Offices, 
New  London  Road,  Chelmsford.  The  staff  is  part  time.  The 
caretaker  of  the  Council  Offices  acts  as  driver,  clerks  on  the  Council 
staff  act  as  attendants,  a driver  mechanic  in  a garage  near  the 
Offices  is  retained  as  a second  driver,  and  a lady  acts  as  volun- 
tary attendant  Avhen  desirable,  such  as  maternity  cases,  etc. 
She  resides  opposite  the  Council  Offices  and  is  on  the  telephone. 
There  is  also  an  Ambulance  Officer.  All  calls  are  made  to  the 
Council  Offices,  and  day  and  night  services  are  provided.  Doctors, 
nurses'  and  police,  etc.,  have  the  telephone  number  and  have 
details  of  the  arrmigements. ' 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  charged  for  convey- 
ance by  ambulance  from  or  to  the  various  parishes  in  the  Rural 
District  to  or  from  St.  Johns  or  Chelmsford  & Essex  Hospital. 
The  charge  is  calculated  at  the  rate  of  l/6d.  per  road  mile  from 
the  Council  Offices  to  a centre  of  the  populace  in  the  parish  or 
part  of  the  Parish  enumerated  and  return,  the  minimum  charge 
being  7/6d.  and  the  maximum  charge  £l  Os.  Od. 


Parish 

i 

Great  Baddow  ... 
Little  Baddow  ... 
Bicknacre 
Boreham  , ... 

Broomfield 
Chignal  St.  James 
Chignal  Smealey 
Danbury 
Downham 
Ford  End 
Galleywood 
Good  Easter 
East  Hanningfield 
South  Hanningfield 
West  Hanningfield 
Highwood 
Ingatestone 
Great  Leighs 
Little  Leighs 
Margaretting 
Mashbury 
Mountnessing  . . . 
North  End 
Pleshey  ... 
Ramsden  Heath 
Rettendon 
Roxwell 
Run  well  ... 

Sandon  ... 
Springfield 
Stock 

Great  Waltham 
L’ttle  WVtham 


Charge 

£ s.  d. 

7 6 

10  0 
10  0 

13  6 

9 0 

9 0 

13  6 

15  9 
10  0 
1 0 0 

9 0 

10  0 

16  6 
10  0 

18  0 

15  0 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 

12  0 

16  6 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 

13  6 

10  0 

10  6 
7 6 

16  6 

15  0 

13  6 
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Parish 


Charge 


North  Woodham 
South  Woodham 
Writtle  ... 


£ s.  d. 
10  0 
10  0 


9 0 


The  charge  for  taking  cases  outside  the  District,  i.e.  to  one 
of  the  London  Hospitals  is  for  first  journey  l/6d.  per  mile  (includ- 
ing return  journey),  for  second  and  subsequent  journeys  for  the 
same  case,  £l  to  boundary  of  District  and  9d.  per  mile  (including 
return  journey),  back  to  boundary  of  District. 

The  cost  to  the  rates  for  these  services  amounted  to  £130 
for  year  1946/47,  and  the  estimated  cost  for  1947/48  is  £148. 

The  ambulance  service  is  authorised  by  Section  197  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1946.  This  section  is  repealed  by  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  therefore  after  the  appointed 
day  relating  to  this  Act  (5th  July  1948)  the  Rural  District 
Council  ceases  to  have  legal  authority  to  continue  the  ambulance 
services.  These  services,  from  that  date,  will  be  undertaken 
by  the  County  Council  and  charges  will  not  be  recoverable  from 
the  users  of  the  service. 

During  the  year  1st  April,  1946,  to  31st  March,  1947,  there 
were  456  calls  answered.  The  mileage  (outward  and  inward) 
covered  by  these  calls  totalled  6,720  miles  equal  to  an  average 
of  approximately  12  miles  per  call. 

Mortuaries.  There  is  a mortuary  for  infectious  cases 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Great  Baddow. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Chelmsford  General 
Hospital  for  the  housing  of  bodies  from  the  District  and  the 
housing  of  bodies  removed  by  order  of  a coroner. 

Obstetric  Specialist.  Services  available  for  consultations 
with  medical  practitioners  and  at  clinics. 

Clinics,  Treatment  Centres,  and  Paediatric  Specialist. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council  as  given  in  the 
following  tabular  statement ; — 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Centre 

Address 

. Sessions  (Monthly) 

RoxM'ell  

Church  Hall  

2nd  Thursday,  2 p.m. 

Highwood 

Iron  Room 

3rd  Wednesday,  2 p.m. 

Good  Easter 

Parish  Hall 

Last  Thursday,  2.15  p.m. 

Ford  End 

Village  Hall  

Women’s  Institute  Hall 

Last  Friday,  2 p.m. 

Downham 

1st  Friday,  2.30  p.m. 

Danbury  

Village  Hall  

1st  & 3rd  Thursdays, 

2 p.m. 

Broomfield 

Church  Room 

1st  Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 
& 3rd  Thursday.  No 
Doctor. 

Galleywood 

Methodist  Chapel  ... 

3rd  Tuesday,  2 p.m. 

Writtle  

Iron  Room 

4th  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 

Rettendon 

Village  Hall 

3rd  Wednesday,  2 p.m. 

Ingatestone 

Worl^en’s  Institute 

2nd  and  4th  Fridays, 
2.30  p.m. 

Great  Baddow  ... 

Parish  Hall 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays, 
2 p.m. 

Little  Waltham... 

Chapel  School  Room 

1st  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 

Stock  

Congregational  Schoolroom 

3rd  Thursday,  2 p.m. 

Woodham  Ferrers 

Congregational  Schoolroom 
Village  HaU  

2nd  Monday,  2 p.m. 

Boreham 

2nd  Tuesday,  2 p.m. 

Boreham  Aerod’me 

Hut  16,  Site  2. 
Congregational  Church 
Room 

1st  & 3rd  Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Chignal  Smealey... 

3rd  Friday,  2 p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  London  Road,  Chelmsford,  Tuesdays, 
2.30  p.m. 

Rettendon,  Village  Hall,  1st  Wednesday,  10  a.m. 

Women’s  Welfare  Clinic,  5,  Market  Road,  Chelmsford,  4th  Friday,  10  a.m. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 


Address  : 

Essex  County  Council  Hospital 
Broomfield,  Chelmsford. 


Hours  of  Session : 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays, 
10 — 12  noon. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

Treatment  is  available  at  the  Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  London 
Road,  Chelmsford,  and  at  Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. 


Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Coval  Lane,  Chelmsford,  Thursdays,  10  a.m. 

5,  Market  Road,  Chelmsford,  2nd  & 3rd  Tuesdays,  2 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

5,  Market  Road,  Chelmsford,  2nd  & 3ra  Tuesdays,  2 p.m. 
Coval  Lane,  „ , „ 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

By  the  end  of  1946,  a piped  water  supply  under  pressure- 
was  available  throughout  the  distriet  for  80  per  eent  of  the 
houses — of  these  over  78  per  cent  had  the  water  into  or  ‘ on 
to  ’ the  house.  This  leaves  22  per  cent  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  without  a piped  main  water  supply.  Details,  classified 
according  to  parish,  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  17. 

If  the  proposed  main  extensions  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  appioval  are  carried  out,  a further  4 per  cent  of  the 
houses  in  the  district  will  have  a piped  main  water  supply  avail- 
able— leaving  18  per  cent  still  unprovided.  Details  of  the 
proposed  extensions  are  given  on  page  20. 

The  following  table  includes  living  huts  on  Government 
Airfields  and  Sites,  It  also  gives  effect  to  the  transfer  of  proper- 
ties under  the  County  of  Essex  (Rural  Parishes)  Confirmation, 
Order  of  1946.  The  table  does  not  include  any  new  houses 
which  may  be  occupied  or  in  the  course  of  erection  but  are  not 
yet  in  the  Valuation  List, 


V'  I 


Number  of  Houses 
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A number  of  these  properties  are  on  the  line  of  main  but  are  not  yet  connected 
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During  the  year  321,262,000  gallons  of  water  were  supplied 
throughout  the  District,  as  shewn  in  the  following  table. 


, WATER  CONSUMPTION  (IN  GALLONS)  DURING  1946. 


Area 

Council’s 

Waterworks 

South  Essex 
Waterworks 
Company 

Southend 

Waterworks 

Company 

Total 

Great  Baddow 

84,293,000 

84,293,000 

Broomfield 

8,868000 

— 

— 

8,868,000 

Danbury 

— 

88,870,000 

— 

88,870,000 

Ingatestone,  Margaret- 
ting,  Writtle  and 
West  Hanningfield... 

41,949,000 

41,949,000 

Northern 

— 

79,200,000 

— 

79,200,000 

Stock  ... 

— 

4,666,000 

— 

4,666,000 

Mountnessing 

— 

— 

5,180,000 

5,180,000 

South  Hanningfield  . . . 

— 

— 

8,090,000 

8,090,000 

Woodham  Ferrers 

— 

— 

146,000 

146,000 

8,868,000 

298,978,000 

13,416,000 

321,262,000 

From  the  above  tabular  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  of 
the  water  supplied  by  the  Council,  298,978,000  gallons  were 
purchased  from  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company,  the  only 
areas  supplied  from  local  waterworks  being  part  of  Broomfield 
from  the  Broomfield  Works,  and  two  farms  from  Great  Baddow 
Water  Works. 


I 
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Properties  Connected  to  the  Water  Mains  during  1946. 


Existing  Houses 

on  Domestic 

ExistinR 

New 

Domestic 

Supply  to  wliich 

Houses 

Houses 

and 

Trade 

Meters  have  been 

Total 

Great  Baddow  (includ- 

Trade 

inserted 

ing  Galley  wood)  ... 

1 

85 

1 

3 

2 

92 

Little  Baddow 

1 

10 

— 

1 

— 

12 

Boreham 

6 

2 

— 

2 

— 

10 

Broomfield 

— 

5 



1 

— 

6 

Chignall 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Danbury 

— 

1 

— 

4 

2 

7 

Good  Easter  ... 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

East  Hanningfield  . . . 

2 

— 



— 

— 

2 

South  Hanningfield  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

West  Hanningfield  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ingatestone  & 

Fryerning  ... 

7 

4 

— 

1 

1 

13 

Great  Leighs 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Little  Leighs 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Margaretting  ... 

3 

12 

— 

6 

— 

21 

Mashbury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mountnessing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pleshey  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rettendon 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Roxwell 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Runwell 

2 

22 

— 

2 

— 

26 

Sandon 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Springfield 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Stock  ... 

4 

1 

— 

3 

— 

8 

Great  Waltham 

33 

— 

1 

1 

— 

35 

Little  Waltham 

9 

— 

4 

— 

— 

13 

Woodham  Ferrers 

— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Writtle 

7 

42 

2 

5 

1 

57 

97 

205 

14 

34 

8 

358 

PROPOSED  WATER  MAIN  EXTENSIONS 

Prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Approved  by 
THE  District  Council,  and  Submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 

Health  for  Sanction. 

A comprehensive  post-war  scheme  has  been  proposed  which 
will  bring  the  main  water  supply  to  -a  further  360  existing  pro- 
perties and  meter  supplies  to  a possible  76  premises.  The  details 
of  the  scheme  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Parish 

No.  of 
Properties 
to  be  served 

Length  of  Main  (Yds.) 

3" 

4," 

Total 

Baddow,  Great  ... 

32 

880 

3,025 

3,905 

Baddow,  Little  ... 

7 

— 

1,323 

1,323 

Boreham  ... 

9 

— 

960 

960 

Broomfield  

6 

— 

1,350 

1,350 

Chignal  ... 

22 

5,844 

— 

5,844 

Danbury 

♦ 

155 

— 

155 

Good  Easter 

15 

120 

2,713 

2,833 

Hanningfield,  East 

10 

— 

3,240 

3,240 

Hanningfield,  West 

19 

— 

2,083 

2,083 

Ingatestone 

25 

580 

4,051 

4,631 

Leighs,  Great 

31 

811 

2,807 

3,618 

Leighs,  Little 

13 

1,558 

— 

1,558 

Margaretting 

3 

— 

117 

117 

Pleshey 

6 

598 

— 

598 

Rettendon 

4 

• 

5,046 

5,046 

Roxwell  ... 

25 

2,519 

1,184 

3,703 

Sandon 

2 

— 

680 

680 

Springfield 

8 

— 

587 

587 

Stock 

38 

590 

3,067 

4,407t 

Waltham,  Great 

115 

4,723 

4,350 

9,073 

Waltham,  Little 

6 

657 

— 

657 

Woodham  Ferrers 

10 

1,487 

— 

1,487 

Writtle 

30 

240 

2,630 

2,870 

Total 

436 

20,762 

39,213 

60,725 

* The  short  extension  at  Danbury  is  to  connect  two  existing  water  mains 
t Tlie  proposed  extension  at  Stock  includes  750  yards  of  5"  mains. 


The  principal  grounds  on  which  this  proposed  scheme  has 
been  based  are  : — 


(a)  to  link  existing  main  supplies  to  include  properties 
having  a poor  local  supply ; 

(b)  to  extend  mains  to  serve  areas  where  local  supplies 
are  precarious  ; and 

(c)  to  further  co-ordination  with  the  schemes  of  neigh- 
bouring Local  Authorities. 
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After  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  having- 
regard  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  etc.,  the  following 
sections  of  the  scheme  have  now  been  postponed  for  the  time 
being : — 


Parish 


Estimated  Cost 


Length  of  4"  Main 
in  yds. 


Little  Baddow 

£1,350 

1,323 

Ingatestone 

£1,220 

1,507 

Ingatestone 

£480 

£3,180 

657 

Ingatestone 

£1,480 

1,887 

Stock 

£1,015 

1,184 

The  total  cost  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at  £44,212.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  is  giving  a grant  of  £20,000  towards  the  cost 
of  the  extension,  and  the  Essex  County  Council  an  annual  pay- 
ment equivalent  to  a capital  grant  of  £14,737,  which  is  one  third 
of  the  estimated  cost. 

The  District  Council  has  certain  statutory  rights  by  which 
water  can  be  procured  from  the  mains  of  the  Chelmsford  Corpor- 
ation (Chelmsford  Corporation  Water  Act,  1923),  Southend  Water- 
works Company  (Southend  Waterworks  Act,  1924),  and  South 
Essex  Waterworks  Company  (South  Essex  Waterworks  Act. 
1928). 
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SOUTH  ESSEX  WATERWORKS  COMPANY 

RECENT  ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  WATER  PUMPED  FROM 
THE  WORKS  AT  LANGHAM  AND  LAYER-DE-LA-HA  YE. 


{CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  P.4RTS  PER  MILLION) 


Langham 

Layer-de- 

la-Haye 

Appearance 

Clear  and 

Clear  and 

bright 

bright 

Colour  A.P.H.A 

10 

10 

Turbidity,  silica  scale 

Nil 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Nil 

Taste  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Electric  Conductivity  20°C. 

740 

520 

Total  solids  180°C.  ... 

493 

347 

Reaction  P.H. 

8.0 

7.9 

“ Free  Chlorine  ” 

0.53 

0.27 

Cldorides  as  Cl. 

36 

36 

Total  Oxidised  Nitrogen 

3.5 

1.0 

Nitrites  as  N . . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Hardness,  Permanent 

125 

80 

, , Temporary 

275 

140 

,,  Total 

400 

220 

Free  Ammonia 

0.28 

0.18 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.09 

0.19 

Oxygen  absorbed  4hrs.  27°C. 

1.10 

1.60 

Metals 

Nil 

Nil 

Colony  Count  per  m.l.  on 

Agar  1 day  at  37°C. 

19 

3 

Ditto  3 days  at  20  C. 

35 

12 

Presumptive  coli  absent  in  ... 

100  11.1. 

100  ml. 

Bact.  Coli  absent  in 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

Cl.  Welcliii  Present  in 

10  ml. 

100  ml. 

Absent  in 

1 ml 

10  ml. 

From  the  figures  given  it  is  seen  that  over  95%  of  the 
water  supplied  to  consumers  (by  the  District  Council)  is  provided 
by  South-Essex  Waterworks  Company  from  the  two  Water- 
works— the  Langham  and  Layer-de-la-Haye  Works. 

The  water  leaving  the  two  works  is  examined  daily  (except 
Sunday)  bacteriologically  and  in  every  instance  the  Bact.  Coli 
is  absent  in  100  ml.  The  Laboratory  at  Langham  deals  with 
over  3,000  chemical,  bacteriological,  and  biological  examinations 
per  year. 
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The  difFerence  of  hardness  between  the  water  at  Layer- 
de-la-Haye  and  Langham  is  rather  striking  and  the  reduction 
of  hardness  at  the  latter  station  is  mainly  attributable  to  the 
prolonged  storage  in  the  Abberton  Reservoir ; its  contents 
when  completely  filled  are  5,700  million  gallons.  Approxi- 
mately 8 million  gallons  are  pumped  daily  from  the  Layer  works, 
and  10  million  gallons  daily  from  the  works  at  Langham. 

(These  observations  were  supplied  by  the  Company). 


Copy  of  a Recent  Analysis  From  The  Southend  Waterworks 

Company's  Mains. 


Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  Million 


Appearance 

Bright 

Colour 

Normal 

Odour 

Nil. 

Reaction  pH. 

Faint  Alkaline  9.3 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

Nil. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C.  ... 

500 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°  C. 

335 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

40 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

4.6 

Nitrites 

0.1 

Hardness  : Temporary 

20 

Permanent 

135 

Total 

155 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  ... 

20 

Metals 

Iron  less  than  0.03 

Free  Ammonia 

0.31 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

— 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.066 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

— 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  27°  C — 

1.20 

Free  Chlorine  reaction 

0.1 

Bacteriological  Results 

No.  of  Bacteria  growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in  1 day  at  37°C.  0 

,,  ,,  ,,  cc.  or  ml.  in  2 days  at  37°C.  0 

„ „ „ cc.  or  ml.  in  3 days  at  20°C,  0 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ...  Present  in  — . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  ...  Present  in  100  c.c.  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

(B.  Enteriditis  Sporogenes). 
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Copy  of  a Recent  Analysis  of  a Sample  of  Water 
From  the  Broomfield  Waterworks,  13,3.46. 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  100,000 


Appearance 

Clear  and  bright 

Colour 

Normal 

Odour 

Nil. 

Reaction  pH. 

Faint  alkaline  : 8.3 

Free  Carbonic  Acid 

Absent 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C. 

1600 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°C. 

107.0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

32.0 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  . . . 

36.5 

Hardness  : Total 

1.0 

Temporary 

1.0 

Permanent 

0.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.00 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Approx.  0.001 

Free  Ammonia 

0.036 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

— 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0002 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

— 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs  at  27°C 

0.020 

Metals 

Iron  : 0.006 

Other  metals 

Absent 

* Free  chlorine  reaction  ’ 

0.25  part  per  million 

Bacteriological  Results 

No.  of  Bacteria  growing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in  1 day  at  37°C.  0 

,,  „ „ cc.  or  ml.  in  2 days  at  37°C.  1 

,,  „ ,,  cc.  or  ml.  in  3 days  at  37°C.  — 

Presumptive  Coliform 

Reaetion  ...  Present  in  — . Absent  in  100  cc. 

Bacillus  Coli  ...  Present  in  — . Absent  in  100  cc. 

Bacillus  Welchii  ...  Present  in  — . Absent  in  — . — 

» 

Report. — This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
very  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  has  a high  content 
of  salinity  and  mineral  constituents  in  solution  but  the  amounts 
are  not  excessive.  It  is  soft  in  character  and  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

The  results  are  consistent  with  a wholesome  water  suit- 
able for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  district  is  drained  by  the  Chelmer  and  its  tributaries. 
Pollution  from  agricultural  lands  is  bound  to  occur. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewers  are  available  in  the  parishes  of  Broomfield,  Great 
Baddow,  Ingatestone,  Mountnessing,  Run  well,  and  Writtle. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  at  end  of 
1946  was  : — 


Broomfield 

. . . 

451 

Great  Baddow  . . . 

• • • 

1314 

Ingatestone 

Mountnessing 

Run  well  ... 

• • • 

515 

142 

153 

Writtle 

... 

615 

Total  3190 

During  the  year,  further  consideration  was  given  to  the 
provision  of  major  sewerage  schemes  but  no  work  has  yet  been 
put  in  hand. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  need  for  a refuse  collection  scheme  which  would 
include  every  parish  in  the  District  has  for  some  time  been 
much  to  the  fore,  but,  until  this  year,  it  had  not  been  possible 
to  consider  any  extension  of  the  curtailed  war-time  service. 
This  has  been  due  to  the  labour  shortage  and  to  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  the  necessary  extra  vehicles. 
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Requests  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  serviee  have 
eome  from  various  Parish  Couneils  and  from  individual  rate- 
payers. There  is  a growing  demand  for  sueh  a serviee — a 
demand  heightened  by  the  presenee  of  the  town-dweller,  who, 
through  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  has  become  a country-dweller. 
He  has  had  to  leave  all  the  town  services  and  amenities  behind, 
and  does  not  always  appreciate  the  difficulties  involved  in  pro- 
viding these  in  a rural  area. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  extend  the  present  area  of  collection. 
The  preliminary  work  on  the  survey  and  planning  for  the 
scheme  has  been  completed,  and  roads  and  lanes  bordered  by 
over  10,000  houses  have  been  surveyed.  Some  houses  have 
had  to  be  left  out  of  the  scheme  as  they  are  either  too  isolated 
or  on  totally  unmade  roads.  Maps  showing  every  route  of 
collection,  and  detailed  route  charts  have  also  been  prepared. 

The  refuse  collection  vehicles  at  present  in  use  are  a 10 
ciibic  yard  Dennis,  purchased  in  1943,  and  used  for  refuse  col- 
lection and  salvage,  and  a 7 cubic  yard  Shelvoke  and  Drewry, 
purchased  in  1934,  and  now  used  mainly  for  salvage  collection. 
Two  new  11.3  cubic  yard  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  vehicles  were 
ordered  in  .June,  1946,  but  delivery  is  not  expected  until  the 
late  summer  of  1947.  An  order  has  also  been  placed  for  a 5 
cwt.  Ford  van  for  the  use  of  the  foreman  in  his  supervision  of 
the  scheme  and  for  the  collection  of  salvage. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a futher  ten  men  will  be  required, 
making  a total  of  seventeen.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  get 
the  quantity  or  the  right  type  of  men  required  for  this  work. 
Many  regard  it  as  being  an  unimportant  service,  and  others  are 
attracted  elsewhere  by  higher  Wages. 

The  disposal  of  the  refuse  forms  a most  important  part  of 
the  scheme.  The  two  existing  dumps,  one  on  Galleywood  Com- 
mon and  the  other,  a disused  gravel  pit  on  privately  owned 
land,  at  Broomfield,  will  not  provide  sufficient  tipping  capacity 
for  the  refuse  to  be  collected,  and  further  dumps  at  suitable 
points  will  have  to  be  found.  The  system  of  refuse  disposal 
known  as  the  “Bradford”  or  “controlled”  system  will  con- 
tinue to  be  used. 

The  garage  accommodation  at  the  Public  Cleansing  Depot 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  house  the  three  additional  vehicles,  and 
extra  accommodation  is  being  provided. 
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A most  important  item  in  the  cfTicicnt  working  of  the  sclieme 
is  the  provision  of  a refuse  bin  at  every  house  from  where  a col- 
lection takes  place.  The  responsibility  of  providing  a dustbin 
has  been  placed  upon  the  occupier  of  the  house.  Special  light- 
weight aluminium  skips  have  been  purchased  for  use  by  the 
refuse  collectors. 


In  the  following  tables  the  present  and  proposed  collection 
arrangements  are  set  out : — 


Existing  Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  Arrangements 


Parish 

Refuse 

Collection 

Frequency 

Direct  or 
Contract 
Collection 

Salvage 

Frequency 

Great  Baddow 

Fortnightly 

Direct 

Fortnightly 

Boreham 

Monthly 

Contract 

Monthly 

Broomfield 

Fortnightly 

Direct 

Fortnightly 

Danbury 

Weekly 

Contract 

Weekly  & Monthly 

Ingatestone 

Weekly 

Contract 

Weekly  & Monthly 

Mountnessing 

Weekly 

Contract 

Weekly  & Monthly 

Roxwell 

Monthly 

Contract 

Monthly 

Stock 

Fortnightly 

Direct 

Fortnightly 

Lt.  Waltham 

Monthly 

Contract 

Monthly 

Writtle 

Fortnightly 

Direct 

Fortnightly 

Note  : — The  remainder  of  the  parishes  do  not  receive  a refuse 
collection,  but  a monthly  tour  for  the  collection  of  salvage 
is  carried  out. 
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PROPOSED  COLLECTION  UNDER  NEW  SCHEME. 


Parisli 

Proposed  Collection 

Approx.  Nc 

. of  Houses 

At  end 
1944 

Included 

in 

Scheme 

Great  Baddow  ... 

Direct/Weekly 

1776 

1765 

Little  Baddow  . . . 

Direct/Fortnightly 

283 

240 

Boreham 

Direct/Fortnightly 

329 

308 

Broomfield 

. . . Direct/ Weekly 

509 

482 

Chignal  ... 

Direct/Fortnightly 

111 

109 

Danbury 

...  Direct/Wcekly 

707 

641 

Good  Easter 

Direct/Fortnightly 

117 

110 

East  Hanningfield 

Direct/Fortnightly 

128 

101 

South  Hanningfield 

Dircct/Fortnightly 

389 

99 

Contract/Fortnightly  ... 

246 

West  Hanningfield 

Direct/Fortnightly 

175 

145 

Ingatestone 

Contract  / VV^eekly 

702 

677 

Fryerning 

Great  Leighs 

Direct/Fortnightly 

226 

213 

Little  Leighs 

...  Direct/Fortnightly 

65 

66 

Margaretting 

Contract/Fortnightly  . . . 

190 

195 

Mashbury 

Direct/Fortnight  ly 

42 

45 

Mountnessing 

. . . Contract/Weekly 

269 

253 

Pleshey 

...  Direct/Fortnightly 

80 

92 

Rettendon 

Direct/Fortnightly 

260 

205 

Roxwell  ... 

...  Direct/Fortnightly 

245 

205 

Runwcll 

Direct/Fortnightly 

380 

238 

Sandon  ... 

Dircct/Fortnightly 

233 

218 

Springfield 

Direct/Fortnightly 

129 

105 

Stock 

Contract/Weekly 

346 

291 

Great  Waltham 

. . . Direct/ Weekly 

for  Village  ... 

583 

562 

Direct/Fortnightly 

for  remainder 

Little  Waltham 

Direct  AVeekly 

for  Village 

246 

233 

Direct/F  ort  nightly 

for  remainder 

^^■oodham  Ferrers 

Direct/Fortnightly 

637 

430 

^ Vrittle  ... 

. . . Direct/^Veekly 

for  Village  ... 

957 

938 

Direct /Fortnightly 

for  remainder 

Totals 

10,114 

9,212 
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SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

Details  of  the  frequency  of  salvage  collections  have  already 
been  referred  to  in  a previous  table.  One  of  the  most  important 
items  of  salvage  is  waste  paper,  and  this  material  has  averaged 
just  over  6 tons  per  month  during  the  year.  This  includes  that 
collected  by  the  Council’s  contractor.  Casual  female  labour  is 
employed  at  the  Public  Cleansing  Depot  for  the  sorting  of  the 
paper  into  various  grades,  and  the  subsequent  baling  of  the  paper 
is  carried  out  by  them.  Textiles,  bones,  bottles  and  jars,  are 
also  in  demand,  and  good  prices  are  being  obtained. 


COLLECTION  OF  SALVAGE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Materials 

First  Six  Months 
Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Second  Six  Months 
Tons  evds.  qrs.  lbs. 

Bones 

8 

13 

2 

0 

7 

1 

0 

0 

Boots  and  Shoes 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Glass  Bottles 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Rubber  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Scrap  Metal 

2 

10 

1 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Textiles  ... 

3 

0 

3 

0 

2 

19 

2 

0 

Tins 

6 

4 

0 

0 

1 

16 

1 

0 

Waste  Paper  and  Card- 
board 

38 

7 

1 

20 

35 

12 

2 

0 

Totals  ... 

59 

12 

1 

20 

49 

1 

1 

0 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  materials,  3384  bottles 
were  also  sold. 
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NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 


Night  soil  collection  in  the  following  parishes  is  now  carried 
out  by  a contractor.  The  night  soil  is  mainly  disjaosed  of  out- 
side the  district. 


Approx.  No.  of  Houses 
{Including  Schools) 


Parish 


Rcttendon 
Great  Waltham 
Little  Waltham 
Woodham  Ferrers 


35 

99 

69 

56 


On  the  4th  October,  1946,  a public  Local  Enquiry  was  held 
as  a result  of  the  Council’s  application  to  the  Minister  of  Flealth 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  £19,745  (pre-war  estimate)  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  in  the  parishes  of  Great 
and  Little  Waltham,  and  this  scheme  has  been  agreed  to  in 
principle  by  the  Minister.  The  completion  of  this  scheme  will 
render  redundant  the  existing  night  soil  collection  in  Great  and 
Little  Waltham. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  table  prepared  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  shows 
the  amount  of  inspection  work  performed  by  the  Inspectors. 

Slaughterhouses.  These  were  not  in  general  use  during 
the  year. 

Knackers  Yards.  There  is  one  in  the  District,  in  the 
parish  of  Great  Baddow.  This  is  a modern  building  erected 
during  1935. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  These  are  dealt  with  under  the 
heading  “ Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.” 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Camping  Sites.  — During  the  year,  twenty  licences  were 
in  force  under  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  use  land 
as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings. 

These  licences  were  in  force  for  twelve  months  or  less. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  PARTICULARS  OF 

THE  YEAR,  1946. 


NOTICES  FOE 


Notices 
Out- 
stand- 
ing at 
end  of 
1945 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Total 

Inspec- 

tions 

Infor- 

mal 

Statu- 

tory 

Complied 

with 

Out- 
stand- 
ing at 
eno  cf 
1946 

Infectious  Diseases  Inquiries 

94 

Disinfection  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Houses  Inspected  and  Recorded  under 
Housing  Acts  

37 

_ 

_ 

Do.  under  Public  Health  Acts 

52 

102 

135 

32 

77 

192 

Re-inspections  under  Housing  Acts... 

119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-inspections  under  Public  Health 
Acts  ... 

252 

- - 

Inspections  under  Rural  Housing 
Survey 

4936 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

26 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Dirty  condition  of  Houses 

15 

1 

6 

— 

2 

5 

Other  Nuisances  

140 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-inspections  ... 

95 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Privies  and  Pail  Closets  

5 

19 

19 

3 

13 

28 

Water  Closets 

22 

16 

21 

7 

12 

32 

Urinals  ... 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  drainage  

236 

71 

99 

11 

74 

107 

Water  Supply  ... 

166 

54 

53 

15 

30 

92 

Pigstyes  

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Animals  improperly  kept  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Shops  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

248 

48 

27 

— 

12 

63 

Bakehouses 

18 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Ice-cream  Premises  

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meatshops 

191 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Knackers  Yards  

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fresh  and  Fried  Fishshops 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  

13 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Rats,  Mice  and  Insects  Pests 

54 

12 

3 

— 

6 

9 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  

Public  Cleansing: — 

Ash  bins  

111 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

48 

13 

47 

1 

10 

51 

Refuse  Dumps  

121 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

Shops  Act  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  

- 

— 

— 

Food  Storage  and  Preparing  Premises 

— 



— 



— 

— 

Miscellaneous  

942 

5 

22 

— 

14 

13 

Total 

8007 

345 

439 

69 

255 

598 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  comprehensive  refuse 
collection  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  District,  two  surveys 
were  made  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  each  covering 
over  9,500  houses. 
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The  following  tables  provide  statistics  of  work  done  as  a 
result  of  the  service  of  Informal  and/or  Statutory  Notices  : — 


Adequate  ventilation  provided  to  rooms 

1945 

1946 

1 

Ashbins  provided 

38 

9 

Brick  footings  repaired 

— 

2 

Brick  walls  repaired  or  roughcast 

9 

19 

Chimney  flues  altered 

— 

— 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  re-pointed  ... 

1 

12 

Ceiling  plasters,  repaired  nr  renewed 

13 

12 

Coppers  repaired  or  provided 

5 

4 

Cupboards  repaired 

— 

2 

Damp-proof  courses  repaired 

— 

— 

Dampness  remedied  other  than  by  d.p.c. 

8 

10 

Dirty  or  verminous  houses  cleansed 

5 

5 

Doors  repaired  c r renewed 

3 

4 

Eavesgutters  and  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

4 

11 

External  wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed 

8 

13 

Fireplaces,  Stoves,  repaired  or  renewed 

12 

18 

Floors  repaired  or  re-laid 

13 

29 

Foodstores  provided  or  repaired  ... 

1 

7 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  ... 

1 

7 

Internal  wall  plaster  repaired  or  renewed 

17 

12 

Internal  walls  repaired 

— 

1 

Lighting  of  rooms  ... 

— 

1 

Outbuildings  repaired 

— 

1 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

32 

23 

Sinks  provided  or  repaired 

1 

8 

Sink  waste  pipes  provided  or  renewed  ... 

2 

13 

Staircase  provided  or  repaired 

— 

— 

Washhouses  repaired 

1 

5 

Weatherboarded  walls  renewed  or  repaired 

2 

2 

Window  sills  repaired  or  renewed 

1 

7 

Windows  or  frames  repaired  or  renewed 

8 

28 

Windows  re-glazed  ... 

3 

3 

Yards  or  paths  repaired  or  paved 

— 

6 

Miscellaneous  repairs 

7 

18 

Cesspools  abolished  ... 

15 

_ 

Cesspool  covers  renewed  ... 

. . • 

— 

1 

Cesspool  pumps  repaired  ... 

. . . 

— 

1 

Cesspools  cleansed  ... 

. . 

'4 

6 

Cesspools  provided  ... 

. . . 

— 

— 

Choked  drains  cleansed 

• • ♦ 

13 

8 
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Drainage  systems  altered  or  repaired 
Drainage  cut  off  from  ditches,  watercourses,  etc. 
Foul  ditches  cleansed 
Foul  ponds  cleansed 

Houses  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  ... 

Inspection  covers  repaired 

Inspection  chambers  repaired 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ... 

Overflows  from  cesspools  abolished 

Pail  closet  structures  repaired  or  renewed 

Pails  provided  to  closets  ... 

Urinals  repaired  or  provided 

Ventilation  pipes  repaired 

Water  closets  cleansed  ...  ...  ...* 

Water  closet  floors  repaired  ...  ...  .T. 

Water  closet  drain  repaired 

Water  closet  flushing  apparatus  repaired  or 
renewed  (provided  1,  repaired  4)  ... 

Water  closet  pedestals  provided 
Water  closet  structures  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Yard  gullies,  channels,  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Hot  water  boilers  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Main  water  supply  provided  to  houses  ... 

Pumps  repaired 

Water  pipes,  taps  repaired 

Water  tanks  cleansed 

Water  tank  covers  provided 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  improved 

Water  supplies  improved  ... 

Water  butts  provided 


1945  1946 

7 4 

10  8 

2 4 

— 1 

15  2 

— 2 

— 2 

— 3 

— 3 

1 5 

2 1 

— 1 

— 2 


5 5 

5 2 

2 1 

— 1 

1 1 

22  24 

2 — 

4 2 


1 — 

3 1 

- 6 


Approaches  to  cowsheds  or  dairies  improved  ...  3 — 

Buildings  converted  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  — 1 

Cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Cowsheds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Cowshed  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 3 

Cowshed  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Cowshed  walls  rendered  or  repaired  ...  ...  9 6 

Dairies  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Dairies  sealed  off  from  cowsheds  ...  ...  — — 

Dairies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 
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Dairy  entrances  repaired  ... 

Dairies  repaired  or  improved 

Dairy  floors  repaired 

Dairy  roofs  repaired 

Dairy  walls  rendered  or  repaired 

Drainage  to  cowshed  or  dairy  improved 

Improvements  to  water  supply  ... 

Lighting  to  cowshed  or  dairy  improved 
Manure  accumulations  removed  ... 

Mechanical  milking  plants,  sterilizers,  etc.,  pro- 
vided, cleansed  or  repaired  ... 

Milking  stools  cleansed 

Other  improvements  to  cowsheds  or  dairies 

Ventilation  to  cowsheds  or  dairies 

Water  supply  provided  to  cowsheds  or  dairies  ... 


1945  1946 

4 — 

2 — 

5 1 

4 2 

1 — 

5 3 

7 4 

3 1 

— 1 

16  5 

1 — 

1 — 


Miscellaneous  work  done 
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SWIMIVIING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  two  privately  owned  swimming  pools  within 
the  District  which  are  open  to  the  public. 

Swimming  Pool,  The  Chase,  Ingatestone.  This  swim- 
ming pool  is  owned  by  The  Chase,  Ltd. 

Sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  for  both  sexes. 

May-Phill  Roadhouse,  Battlesbridge.  The  swimming 
pool  adjoins  the  Roadhouse  which  is  situated  about  250  yards 
from  the  Chelmsford — Southend  Road  on  the  bank  of  the 
River  Crouch. 

The  size  of  the  pool  is  175ft.  by  45ft.  6ins.,  with  a depth 
varying  from  3ft.  to  8ft.  6ins.  and  its  capacity  is  312,000  gallons. 

Sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  for  both  sexes. 

The  pool  was  not  in  use  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

At  the  end  of  1946  the  District  Council  owned  1,039  houses. 
The  numbers  for  each  parish  are  given  on  page  36.  The  District 
Council  estimated  that  a minimum  of  1,043  new  houses  would 
be  required  during  the  first  five  years  after  the  war,  and  that, 
circumstances  permitting,  227  of  these  would  be  erected  during 
the  first  year.  Owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  building  labour 
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and  materials  the  immber  of  houses  scheduled  to  be  erected 
during  the  first  year  was  severely  curtailed  and  only  12  new 
permanent  houses  were  completed  and  occupied,  whilst  various 
contracts,  details  of  which  arc  given  in  a following  table,  were 
let  and  building  construction  was  well  in  hand. 

Ninety  Temporary  Bungalows  have  been  allotted  to  the 
District,  70  of  which  have  been  completed  and  are  occupied. 
The  balance  of  20  Temporary  Bungalows  are  to  be  erected  in  the 
parish  of  Broomfield.  These  Temporary  Bungalows  are  pro- 
vided by  the  Government  and  the  District  Council  is  responsible 
for  their  maintenance. 

A number  of  hutments  on  government  sites  in  the  District 
were  acquired  during  the  year  and  after  extensive  alterations 
these  were  adapted  for  living  accommodation.  At  the  end  of 
1946,  a total  of  117  huts  were  completed  and  occupied. 

POST  WAR  HOUSING  PROGRAMME 


PARISH 

Number  of 
Houses 

Sites 

acquired 

Sites  to  be  acquired 

Five 

Year 

Pro- 

gramme 

Acreage 

Acreage 

No.  of  Houses 
erected  and  in 
the  course  of 
construction 
at  31.12.46 

Great  Baddow  (excluding  Galleywood) 

100 

10.6 

. 11.6 

18 

Galleywood 

44 

5.5 

— 

20 

Hittle  Baddow  ... 

14 

0.5 

2.0 

4 

Boreham  ... 

44 

7.8 

— 

— 

Broomfield 

44 

1.8 

3.7 

14 

Chignall  ... 

18 

3.7 

— 

— 

Danbury  ... 

38 

— 

9.3 

— 

Good  E^ter 

20 

— 

3.3 

— 

East  Hanningfield 

30 

1.1 

3.9 

— 

South  Hanningfield 

36 

1.7 

1.8 

— 

West  Hanningfield  

34 

— 

5.6 

— 

Ingatestone  and  Frycming 

56 

4.0 

6.6 

12 

Great  Eeighs 

30 

— 

6.8 

— 

Eittle  Eeighs  

10 

— 

1.6 



Margarettiug  

18 

3.0 

— 

— 

Mashbury 

6 



1.0 

— 

Mountnessing 

14 

— 

3.4 

— 

Pleshey 

14 

4.0 

2.3 

— 

Rettendon  

46 

— 

35.0 

— 

Roxwell 

24 

17.2 

1.5 

— 

Runwell  ... 

78 

— 

10.0 

— 

Sandon  

10 

1.25 

— 

Springfield  

18 

— 

5.0 

— 

Stock  

48 

— 

9.1 

— 

Great  Waltliam 

100 

2.0 

14.3 



Eittle  Waltham 

33 

1.5 

6.4 



Wood  ham  Ferrers 

46 

7.75 

— 

— 

Writtle  (excluding  Highwood) 

48 

6.0 

— 

12 

Highwood  

22 

3.6 

Totals  

1043 

79.4 

147.8 

80 

.36 


Council  Houses. 


HOUSES 

ERECTED  UU 

JDER 

PARISH 

The 

Hous- 

ing 

The  State- 
aided  Scheme 
charges  being 

The  Housing 
Financial 

The 

Hous- 

ing 

The 

Hous- 

ing 

The 

Hous- 

ing 

Act, 

a General 

Provisions) 

Act, 

Act, 

Act, 

Total 

1890 

1 

Rate  limited 
to  Id.  Rate 

2 

Act,  1924 

3 

1925 

4 

1930 

5 

1936 

/46 

6 

7 

Baddow,  Great  (s.p.a.) 

51 

57 

95 

203 

Baddow,  Great  (o.s.p.a.) 

— 

12 

16 

16 

— 

5 

49 

Baddow,  Eittle  .. 

6 

— 

8 

— 

— 

8 

22 

Boreham  ... 

— 

— 

46 

— 

6 

18 

70 

Broomfield 

— 

— 

40 

— 

6 

5 

51 

Chignal 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Danbury  

6 

25 

4 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Good  Easter 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

12 

Hanningfield,  East 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

6 

18 

Hanningfield,  South 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Hanningfield,  West 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

8 

Ingatestoue  and 
Fryerning 

2t 

30 

32 

— 

2 

32 

98 

Eeighs,  Great 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Eeighs,  Little 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Margaretting 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

12 

18 

Mashbury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mountnes=ing 

— 

8 

— 

— 

28 

36 

Pleshey 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Rettendon... 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Roxwell 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

14 

26 

Runwell  

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Sandon  

4 

4 

6 

— 

— 

10 

24 

Springfield 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

12 

Stock  

— 

10 

4 

— 

— 

14 

Wal'l  am.  Great 
(Village  area)  ... 



20 

20 

Wajtham,  Great 
(Ford  End) 

12 

— 

4 

16 

Wa  tham.  Little  ... 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Wocdbam  Ferrers... 

— 

4 

24 

— 

— 

18 

46 

Writtle  (s.p.a.) 

— 

16 

102 

3U 

— 

24 

173 

WriUle  (o.s.p.a.)  ... 

12 

10 

22 

Totals  ... 

24 

162 

477 

51 

14 

31 1; 

1039 

t Ingatestoue  Waterworks  Cottages. 

i Including  12  Cottages  the  cost  of  which  was  borne  by  the  Housing  Estates  Repairs 
Fund. 

Includes  6 cottages  purchased  by  the  Council: — 

1 in  Great  Baddow  (s.p.a.). 

3 in  Galley  wood. 

2 in  Ford  End  ; and 

10  Agricultural  Cottages: — 

West  Hanningfield  4. 

Writtle  4. 
f'CT''  I'pn  2. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED, 
IN  THE  COURSE  OF  ERECTION  AND  HUTS  ACQUIRED 
AND  ADAPTED  FOR  LIVING  ACCOMMODATION  BY  THE 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  DURING  1946. 


Parish 

Permanen 

Hou 

t Council 
ses 

Temporary 

Bungalows 

Government 

Huts 

Acquired 

and 

Adapted 

Private 

Houses 

Erected 

In  the 
Course  of 
Erection 

Great  Baddow  (SPA)  ... 

4 

14 

30 

46 

Great  Baddow  (OSPA) 



20 

— 

— 

5 

Tittle  Baddow  ... 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

Boreham 

— 

— 

— 

80 

1 

Broomfield 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Chignal 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Danbury  ... 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Good  Easter  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ea.st  Hanningfield 

— 

— 



— 

— 

West  Haimingfield 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

South  Hanningfield 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Ingatestone  & Fryeming 

— 

12 

20 

— 

3 

Great  Eeighs 

— 

— 

— 

106 

— 

Tittle  Teighs  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Margaretting 



— 

— 

— 

12 

Mashbury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mountnessing 

— 

— 



— 

1 

Pleshey 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Rettendon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Roxwell  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Runwell  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Sandon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Springfield 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Stock  

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Great  Waltham  ... 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Tittle  Waltham 

— 

— 

— 

46 

1 

Woodham  Ferrers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Writtle  (SPA)  

8 

4 

20 

— 

9 

WritUe  (OSPA) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

68 

70 

247 

117 

(Dwellings  erected  and  adapted  by  the  R.D.C.) 

Grand  Total  : — 329. 
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The  following  tabular  statement  gives  details  of  the  housing 
work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

{b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  822 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  160 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  156 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  zvithout  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  56 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts, 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  ' 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

— Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  : — 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

{under  Minhtry  of  Health  Circular  64/44) 
based  on  the  recommendations  of  the 

Third  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing  Sub-Committee 
OF  THE  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  in  this  District  was  completed 
in  December,  1946.  It  had  been  initiated  to  provide  a record 
of  the  condition  of  every  working  class  house  in  the  district  as 
a basis  for  a programme  of  improvement  of  rural  housing  con- 
ditions to  be  carried  out  over  a period  of  years.  The  survey 
had  been  commenced  in  July,  1945,  and  occupied  the  whole  time 
of  two  assistants  for  the  next  eighteen  months.  For  the  purposes 
of  the  survey,  all  dwellings  having  a rateable  value  of  £20  or 
less  have  been  visited,  the  total  number  of  these  dwellings 
being  7,365. 

The  categories  in  which  the  houses  are  classified  are  as 
follows  : — 

].  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  defects. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

4.  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts. 

5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost. 


One  of  the  objects  of  the  survey  was  to  enable  local  authori- 
ties to  draw  up  a long-term  programme  of  reconditioning  work. 
In  view  of  the  present  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials 
and  the  concentration  upon  new  houses,  it  is  not  at  present 
practicable  to  put  this  into  effect.  However,  a considerable 
amount  of  “ follow  up  ” work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  where  the  survey  has  revealed  the  existence  of 
serious  defects. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  following  table  that  4,339 
p operties  (or  nearly  60  per  cent  of  the  total  visited)  have  been 
pi  ’ced  in  either  category  1 or  category  2.  Little  or  no  action 
will  be  necessary  in  regard  to  these  properties,  which  consist 
mainly  of  houses  owned  by  the  local  authority  and  those  built 
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by  private  enterprise  in  the  decade  before  the  war.  A large 
ziuinber  of  these  latter  properties  are  of  the  owner-occupier 
type.  The  remaining  2,026  properties  will  need  further  consider- 
ation, and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  now  commenced  to 
inspect  those  houses  placed  in  category  5,  with  a view  to 
dealing  with  the  most  serious  cases. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  properties  shown  in  category 
4 could  have  been  placed  in  one  of  the  other  categories,  in  the 
main  category  3,  and  j^rovision  has  been  made  to  put  this  into 
ePFect.  This  action  has  been  taken  because  owners  are  at  present 
unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts, 
which  have  now  lapsed. 


Housing  Survey  of  Houses  £20  and  under  Rateable 
Value  exclusive  of  Council  Houses. 


Parish 

1. 

Fit 

2. 

Minor 

Defects 

3. 

Requiring 
Repair,  etc. 

4. 

Recon- 

dition 

5. 

Unfit 

Houses 

Not 

Surveyed 

Great  Baddow  ... 

737 

135 

203 

4 

32 

1111 

lyittle  Baddow  ... 

56 

• 66 

31 

10 

1 

164 

Boreham 

70 

39 

123 

— 

8 

240 

Broomfield 

183 

15 

155 

2 

5 

360 

Chignal 

11 

30 

34 

26 

5 

106 

Danbury 

175 

58 

215 

2 

21 

471 

Good  E^ter 

10 

33 

28 

17 

5 

93 

Hanningfield  East 

7 

29 

36 

5 

12 

89 

Hanningfield  South 

108 

130 

79 

10 

15 

342 

Hanningfield  West 

33 

58 

55 

10 

10 

166 

Ingatestone 

125 

60 

211 

— 

21 

417 

Great  Eeighs 

37 

70 

55 

14 

12 

188 

Eittle  Eeighs 

21 

25 

7 

— 

— 

53 

Margaretting 

39 

52 

41 

9 

3 

144 

Mashbury 

4 

16 

14 

5 

1 

40 

Mountnessing 

50 

64 

72 

10 

6 

202 

Pleshey 

8 

27 

26 

1 

4 

66 

Rettendon 

54 

79 

61 

4 

3 

211 

Roxwell  ... 

43 

54 

60 

20 

15 

192 

Runwell  ... 

135 

100 

51 

1 

12 

299 

Sandon 

57 

61 

32 

17 

6 

173 

Springfield 

20 

16 

56 

— 

2 

96 

Stock 

85 

34 

132 

— 

4 

255 

Great  Waltham  ... 

56 

176 

164 

40 

30 

466 

Elttle  Waltham  ... 

64 

76 

59 

7 

5 

211 

Woodham  Ferrers 

189 

236 

82 

8 

29 

544 

Writtle  

155 

68 

407 

2 

34 

666 

2532 

1607 

2491 

224 

311 

7365 

41 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply. 

There  are  230  registered  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  District 
in  which  milk  is  produced  for  sale,  a large  proportion  of  which 
are  licensed  for  the  production  of  Designated  Milks  by  the  Essex 
County  Council.  In  addition,  there  are  21  dairies  used  by  per- 
sons who  retail  milk  purchased  from  other  producers,  and  20 
persons  who  are  registered  to  retail  milk  within  the  district, 
with  premises  outside  the  district.  These  premises  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  details  of  works  which  have  been  carried 
out  as  a result  of  requests  from  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  in  order  to  improve  such  premises  are  shown  in 
the  table  on  page  34. 

17  licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Desig- 
nations) Regulations  1936/46. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  animals  are  at  present  slaughtered  in  slaughterhouses 
outside  the  District.  Meat  exposed  for  sale  or  deposited  for 
manufacture  in  premises  within  the  district  is  regularly  inspected. 

The  following  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion : — 

176  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk,  13  lbs.  Bacon,  23  tins  Baked 
Beans,  1 tin  Brisling,  1 tin  Carrots,  32  tins  Condensed  Milk, 
1 tin  Crawfish,  2 6 lb.  tins  Corned  Mutton,  99  6 lb.  tins 
Corned  Beef,  14  12  oz.  tins  Corned  Beef,  5 tins  Curry  Powder, 
312  Eggs,  1 tin  Fish  Cakes,  6 lbs.  Jam,  2 tins  Irish  Stew, 
482|lb.  Meat,  4 tins  Meat  Roll,  2 tins  Meat  & Vegetable 
Ration,  1 tin  Mixed  Vegetables,  24  lbs.  OfFal,  1 tin  Pears, 
1 tin  Plums,  1 tin  Dried  Eggs,  55  tins  Peas,  9 tins  Pilchards, 
14  tins  Stewed  Steak,  13  tins  Sardines,  28  tins  Salmon,  3 
tins  Soup,  3 tins  Steak  & Kidney  Pudding,  7 cwt.  2 stones 
Fish,  40  lbs.  Dates,  21^  lbs.  Butter,  25  lbs.  Prunes,  1 12  oz. 
tin  American  Luncheon  Meat. 
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TOWN  PLANNING 

By  agreement,  several  Loeal  Authorities  in  the  Mid-Essex 
area,  including  Chelmsford  Rural  District  Council,  delegated 
their  powers  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  Town  Plan- 
ning Schemes  to  the  Mid-Essex  Regional  Planning  Committee, 
and  the  agreement  eame  into  force  on  1st  April,  1933. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally 

There  were  297  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (exclusive  of 
Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  5’^ear  as  compared  with  444 
for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  no  major  outbreak  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
during  the  year. 

Apart  from  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  eough,  there 
were  71  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  compared  with 
52  in  the  previous  year.  Further  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  classified  aecording  to  age  and 
locality  is  given  in  the  tables  on  pages  43  and  45. 

A number  of  children  in  a neighbouring  distriet  vomited 
after  partaking  of  milk  which  was  provided  at  a farm  in  the 
Chelmsford  Rural  District.  The  cows  at  the  farm  were  exam- 
ined by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  it  was  ascertained  that 
one  cow  had  suppuration  of  the  udder.  Staphylocoeei  organ- 
isms were  isolated  from  a sample  of  milk  taken  from  this 
particular  cow.  Although  these  organisms  were  found  in  the 
milk  it  was  considered  that,  as  the  children  vomited  immediately 
after  partaking  of  the  milk,  the  cause  of  the  illness  was  due 
to  a ehemical,  probably  from  the  detergent  used  for  cleansing 
the  equipment  at  the  dairy.  The  illness  lasted  a few  hours. 

A number  of  persons  who  may  have  been  in  contact  with 
smallpox  came  into  the  district  but  fortunately  no  case  occurred. 


TABLE  SHOWING  LOCAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Great  Baddow 

I,ittle  Baddow 
Boreham 

Broomfield  ... 
Chignal 

Danbury 

Good  Easter 

East  Hanningfield  . 
South  Hanningfield 
West  Hannin^eld 
Ingatestone  & Frye 
Great  Eeighs 

Eittle  Eeighs 

Margarettmg 

Mashbury 

Mountnessing 

Pleshey 

Rettenden  ... 
RoxweU 

Runwell 

Sandon 

Springfield  ... 

Stock 

Great  Waltham 
Eittle  Waltham 
Woodham  Ferrers 
WritOe 

Totals  .. 
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The  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  was  contin- 
ued during  the  year.  The  prophylactic  used  throughout  was  A.P.T. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  1946 
based  on  the  estimated  population  of  Registrar- General  was  : 

Aged  1 to  14  ...  69% 

Aged  under  5 ...  ...  ...  ...  40% 

Aged  5 to  14  ...  ...  ...  ...  87% 

In  addition  1,732  who  are  now  over  15  years  of  age  had  been 
immunised  but  are  excluded  from  the  percentage  calculations. 

The  immunisation  is  continuing  and  it  is  hoped  that  parents 
will  take  more  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided  for  protecting 
their  children  against  such  a serious  disease  as  Diphtheria. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
among  children  under  15  years  of  age. 

Much  assistance  in  connection  with  diphtheria  immunis- 
ation was  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Teachers,  but  even 
with  this  co-operation  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  number  of 
parents  availing  themselves  of  the  service  had  declined  slightly. 
Detailed  particulars  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  1946  is  shown 
in  the  tables  on  pages  46  and  47. 

Scabies.  During  the  year,  5 cases  were  treated  at  St. 
John’s  Hospital  in  addition  to  a number  of  cases  treated  at 
home. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  during  the  year. 


♦New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respii 

ratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 ... 

• 

1—5 

3 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10—15 

15—20 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  

2 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—55  

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

5 

1 

3 

3 

3 

— 

1 

* Not  including  cases  of  tuberculosis  removed  into  the  district  during  the 
year,  whieh  had  been  previously  notified  elsewhere. 


NOTIFIABI^E  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation 
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TABLE  SHEWING  POPULATION  AND  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  AT 
CENSUS  1931,  AND  THE  NUMBER  AT  THE  END  OF  DECEMBER. 

1046. 


Area  in 
statute 
acres  (land 
and  inland 
water) 

Census, 

1931 

Number 
of  houses 
at  end 
of  1946 

Houses 

Popula- 

tion 

Baddow,  Great 

3805 

962 

3652 

tl847 

Baddow,  Little 

2755 

198 

751 

285 

Boreham 

3802 

269 

1078 

402 

Broomfield 

1851 

433 

1310 

507 

Chignal 

2303 

104 

350 

126 

Danbury 

3495 

475 

1807 

712 

Good  Easter  ... 

1988 

103 

403 

117 

Hanningfield,  East  ... 

2519 

117 

500 

115 

Hanningfield,  South 

4946 

72 

1071 

411 

Hanningfield,  West  ... 

3105 

135 

521 

186 

Ingatestone  and  Fryerning... 

4133 

620 

2352 

722 

Leighs,  Great  

3197 

194 

728 

330 

Leighs,  Little 

1079 

52 

158 

65 

Margaretting  ... 

2284 

162 

638 

199 

Mashbury 

898 

41 

143 

41 

Mountnessing 

2793 

438 

749 

266 

Pleshey 

732 

75 

272 

80 

Rettendon  ...  

3652 

200 

794 

255 

Roxwell 

4782 

194 

774 

256 

Runwell 

2070 

190 

678 

405 

Sandon 

2377 

150 

618 

237 

Springfield 

1827 

116 

388 

125 

Stock  ... 

3474 

185 

976 

342 

Waltham,  Great 

7010 

542 

1941 

553 

Waltham,  Little 

2586 

190 

720 

207 

Woodham  Ferrers 

4753 

391 

1353 

635 

Writtle 

8374 

831 

3111 

tl004 

Totaxs  

86590 

7439 

27836 

10530 

t In  Great  Baddow  s.p.a.  1489. 


J In  Writtle  s.p.a.  783. 
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PETROLEUM  LICENCES  IN  FORCE  DURING  1946 


Name  of  Licensee 

Parish 

Storage  in 
Gallons 

Carters  (Great  Baddow)  Ltd. 

Great  Baddow 

500 

E.C.C.  (Surveyor’s  Dept.) 

99 

500 

Jackson,  W.A. 

1,800 

Marven,  D.  & Co.  ... 

300 

Rand  Bros.,  Ltd.  ... 

1,000 

Sliipp,  J.  H. 

99  99 

1,000 

Taylor,  W.  L.  

99  >9 

500 

Thomas  & Evans  Ltd. 

500 

Waskett,  W.  A. 

1,000 

English  Timber  Supply  Co.  (Essex) 
Ltd 

Little  Baddow 

500 

Fordson  Estates  Ltd. 

Boreham 

500 

Mackenzie,  H.  C.  & Graham,  J.  ... 

99 

2,000 

Mouser,  J.  J. 

99 

500 

Seabrook  & Sons  Ltd. 

99 

300 

Day,  J. 

Broomfield 

1,000 

Harris,  W.  ... 

99 

300 

Marriage,  L. 

99 

500 

Stubbins,  C. 

99 

500 

Stubbins,  W.  J. 

99 

300 

Ashdown,  F.  H. 

Danbury 

1,000 

Baxter,  G.  L.  Ltd. 

99 

500 

Christmas,  W.  T.  ... 

99 

500 

Clark,  A. 

99 

250 

Doe,  P. 

99 

500 

Hollowell,  W.  G 

99 

500 

Morse,  M.  R. 

99 

1,000 

Upson,  E.  S. 

99 

250 

Vale,  G 

99 

1,000 

Wakefield,  H. 

9 9 

300 

Matthews,  J.  A. 

Good  Easter 

250 

Pudney,  J.  B. 

East  Hanningfield 

500 

Watts,  E.  E. 

South  Hanningfield 

1,000 

Warder,  G.  W.  C.  ... 

99  99 

500 

Gaymer,  R.  C. 

Ingatestone 

500 

Green,  T. 

500 

Hasler  & Co.  Ltd.  ... 

99 

1,000 

Hawkes,  J.  W. 

99 

2,000 

Pudney,  W.  & A.  ... 

99 

500 

Westle,  J.  E. 

99 

1,500 

Lagden,  H 

Great  Leighs 

300 

Sidgwick,  J.  E.  ...  

9 9 99 

400 

Whitworth,  J.  ...  ...  ... 

99  9 9 

400 

Wright,  J.  S. 

9 9 99 

250 

Seabrook,  W.  & Sons 

Little  Leighs 

300 

Farrow,  C.  A.  R.  ... 

Margaretting 

• 300 

Leech,  N.  H. 

99  9 9 

500 

Matthews,  R.  & Son 

Mashbury 

250 

Cotton,  A.  J.  

Mountnessing 

500 

Eneffer,  F.  C. 

99 

2,300 

Kean,  G. 

99 

500 

Carried  forward 


38,550 
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Name  of  Licensee 

Parish 

Storage  in 
Gallons 

King,  A.  & Son 

Mountnessing 

1,500 

Bevan,  G.  \V. 

Rettendon 

500 

Bright,  W.  A. 

9> 

1,000 

Broadway,  F.  W.  G. 

99 

1,000 

Cooper,  W.  ... 

9 9 

1,500 

Smith,  G.  W 

99 

500 

Day,  S ; 

Roxwell 

500 

Doe,  Bros 

99 

500 

Torrance,  M. 

9 9 

500 

Runwell  Hospital  ... 

Runwell 

500 

Warren,  A.  ... 

99 

1,000 

Barr,  J. 

Sandon 

2,500 

Sandon  Egg  Farms  Ltd.  ... 

99 

500 

Magness,  J.  R. 

Springfield 

300 

Sargant,  W.  H. 

Stock 

1,500 

Bartrupt,  C.  & Son 

Great  Waltham 

500 

Bartrupt,  L. 

9 9 9 9 

500 

Cass,  J. 

9 9 99 

250 

Readhead,  H. 

9 9 99 

500 

Rogers,  F.  & Sons  ... 

9 9 9 9 

500 

Rowe,  J.  O. 

9 9 99 

200 

Seabrook,  E. 

9 9 9 9 

500 

Sterling  Poultry  Produets 

9 9 9 9 

300 

Amos,  E.  W. 

Little  Waltham 

400 

Day,  A 

9 9 99 

1,000 

Eaton,  S.  J. 

99  >> 

2,500 

Poulton,  W.  W. 

9 9 9 9 

500 

Cribbs,  G. 

Woodham  Ferrers 

1,500 

Rush,  W.  A 

9 9 9 9 

2,000 

Slater,  R.  H. 

99  9 9 

1,500 

Swan,  M.  G. 

99  9 9 * 

250 

Adams,  W.  H. 

Writtle 

1,500 

Lowe  Bros.  ... 

99 

500 

Preston,  H.  S.  H.  ... 

9 9 

2,500 

Riehardson,  J.  H.  ... 

99 

500 

Grand  Total 

65,250 

Total  number 

of  Licences  in 

force  in 

1946 

• • • 

85 

) 9 

99 

99  >9  99 

99 

99 

1945 

. . • 

87 

99 

, 9 

99  9f  >9 

99 

99 

1944 

... 

54 

Total  Storage  for  1946 

. . . . 

65,250 

„ )>  ,,1945  

. • . . 

59,500 

„ „ „ 19  4 

. 

40,000 

continued  on  next  page] 


4133 


53 


A REVIEW  OF  SOME  OF  THE  ASPECTS  OF  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CHELMSFORD. 

This  review  is  compiled  from  the  Minutes  of  Meetings  dating 
back  to  1872,  and  from  Annual  Reports  of  various  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  who  served  the  District  since  the  passing  of 
the  Public  Plealth  Act  of  1872,  when  the  Rural  Sanitary  Author- 
ity was  first  formed. 

The  District,  which  is  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  County 
of  Essex,  has  an  irregular  oblong  form,  13  to  16  miles  from  north 
to  south  and  10  to  13  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  completely 
surrounds  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford,  which  is  the  county  town. 
Its  character  is  mainly  rural,  and  the  population  in  1946  was 
estimated  to  be  35,190. 

Of  the  86,590  acres  in  the  District,  about  380  acres  are  common 
land — 157  acres  on  Danbury  Common,  47  acres  at  Mill  Green 
(parish  of  Ingatestone  and  Fryerning),  and  175  acres  on  Galley- 
wood  Common,  in  the  parish  of  Great  Baddow.  A small  area 
of  this  latter  Common  is  in  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford.  The 
District  Council  has  purchased  Galleywood  Common  with  the 
Rights  of  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

On  the  north,  the  District  is  bounded  by  the-Dunmow  Rural 
District ; on  the  south  by  the  Rayleigh  Urban  and  Rochford 
Rural  Districts,  being  separated  from  these  by  the  River  Crouch  ; 
on  the  east,  by  the  Braintree  and  Maldon  Rural  Districts;  and 
on  the  west,  by  the  Billericay  and  Brentwood  Urban,  and  Ongar 
Rural  Districts. 

The  northern  area  is  covered  with  boulder  clay,  varying  in 
thickness  from  four  inches  to  about  sixty  feet.  Between  this 
boulder  clay  and  the  London  clay,  pockets  of  sand  are  scattered 
at  irregular  intervals.  Danbury  Hill,  capped  with  gravel,  acts 
as  a gathering  ground  for  water  which  finds  its  way  into  springs 
that  used  to  supply  a number  of  parishes  with  water.  Mill 
Green  and  Galleywood  Commons  are  similar  outcrops  of  gravel. 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  drained  by  the  River 
Chelmer  and  its  tributaries,  though  the  south-eastern  corner 
of  the  District  is  drained  by  the  River  Crouch  and  a number 
of  southerly  streams  flowing  into  it.  The  River  Crouch  is  tidal 
as  far  up  as  Battlesbridge  in  the  parish  of  Rettendon. 

The  area  of  the  District  has  been  altered  from  time  to  time. 
In  1881,  the  hamlet  of  Orsett  was  added  to  the  parish  of  Stock. 


54 


In  1907  an  area  of  831  acres,  witli  a population  of  3,408, 
was  transferred  to  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford.  As  a Jesuit  of 
the  County  Review  in  1934,  the  following  transfers  took  place. 

To  the  Rural  District  6,433  acres  were  added. 

From  the  Rural  District  2,888  acres  were  transferred  to 
other  authorities  leaving  a net  gain  of  3,545  acres  to  the  District. 
Details  of  these  latest  changes  are  set  out  in  the  Report. 

The  first  real  effort  for  dealing  with  public  health  matters 
dates  back  to  1872,  when  the  Public  Health  Act  of  that  year 
created  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  the  first  meeting  of  the 
CheliTisford  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  took  place  on  the  3rd 
September,  1872,  at  the  Union  House,  Chelmsford.  The  first 
chairman  appointed  was  Mr.  James  Christy  Junior,  subsequently 
known  as  Mr.  James  Christy.  Mr.  Christy  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Edward  Corder  in  1883,  Mr.  Corder  remaining  in  office  until 
the  Chelmsford  Rural  District  Council  was  formed  in  January, 
1895,  under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894,  when  he  was 
appointed  its  first  chairman,  and  continued  in  office  until  1899. 
Hi  s successors  were  : — IMr.  Richard  James  Algar,  February, 
1899  to  April,  1902,  Mr.  George  Henry  Aubrey,  April,  1902, 
to  April,  1912,  ]\Ir.  Henry  Grant  Madon  Conybeare,  April,  1912 
to  May,  1928,  Mr.  Geoflrey  Matthews,  May,  1928  to  April,  1937. 
The  present  chairman,  Mr.  Arthur  George  Falkner,  was  appointed 
in  April,  1937. 

From  1872,  until  the  present  time,  all  meetings  with  the 
exception  of  two  have  been  held  during  the  daytime.  The 
exceptions  occurred  in  1873,  when  the  Authority  of  that  day 
decided  to  hold  its  meetings  at  6 p.m.,  but  after  one  experience 
it  was  unanimously  decided  to  revert  to  daytime  meetings. 

The  first  Clerk  to  the  Authority  formed  in  1872  was  Mr. 
W.  W.  Duffield,  who  continued  in  office  until  1907.  His  succes- 
sors were  : — Mr.  A.  S.  Duffield,  1907  to  January,  1930,  when  the 
present  Clerk,  Mr.  H.  H.  Gowers,  was  appointed  with  Mr.  C.  R. 
Plumtree  as  his  Deputy. 

In  1873,  Chelmsford  Maldon  and  Billericay  Rural  Sanitary 
Authorities  agreed  to  appoint  a whole-time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  serve  the  three  Districts.  Dr.  C.  B.  Fox  was  appointed 
and  continued  in  office  until  Billericay,  in  1879,  withdrew  from 
the  combination.  The  appointment  of  a Medical  Officer  of 
Health  was  not  made  compulsory  until  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  was  passed.  In  1879,  Chelmsford  and  Maldon  Rural 
Sanitary  Authorities  appointed  Dr.  A.  H.  Downes  as  whole- 
time Officer  to  serve  the  two  Districts.  He  continued  in  office 
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until  1889,  when  he  was  appointed  Medical  Inspector  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  was  subsequently  knighted. 

In  1889  he  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  who  continued 
in  office  until  1895,  when  he  was  appointed  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Essex,  but  allowed  to  continue  to  act  for 
Chelmsford  and  Maldon  areas.  This  arrangement  continued 
until  1914,  when  your  present  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr. 
J.  F.  Macdonald)  was  appointed,  but  a new  combination  was 
formed  consisting  of  Chelmsford,  Maldon  and  Rochford  Rural 
Districts. 

The  first  Sanitary  Inspector  (then  known  as  Inspector  of 
Nuisances)  was  Mr.  A.  F.  Ginn  who  was  appointed  in  1873,  and 
he  also  acted  as  Highway  Surveyor.  He  continued  in  office 
until  1890,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  I.  C.  Smith,  whose 
duties  included  those  of  Sanitary  Surveyor.  In  1899,  his  succes- 
sor, Mr.  J.  Dewhirst  was  appointed,  and  a separate  appointment 
was  made  for  the  post  of  Highway  Surveyor.  Mr.  Dewhirst 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Thomas  in  1930,  and  the  latter  was 
succeeded  in  1941,  by  the  present  Water  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
Mr.  W.  E.  B.  Bunker.  During  1900,  the  post  of  Sanitary  In- 
spector became  detached  from  that  of  Sanitary  Surveyor,  and 
Mr.  W.  Edser,  who  was  assistant  to  Mr.  Dewhirst,  was  appointed 
to  the  separate  post.  In  1920,  a second  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  appointed  (Mr.  B.  G.  Ellis),  and  the  District  divided  into 
two  areas.  Mr.  Ellis  continued  in  office  until  1923,  and  was 
followed  by  your  present  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  Denton 
Ogden,  who  took  charge  of  the  southern  half  of  the  District. 
When  Mr.  Edser  resigned  in  1924,  owing  to  ill  health,  Mr.  Ogden 
was  appointed  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  whole  District . 

In  1930,  Mr.  M.  W.  Butcher  was  appointed  Financial  Officer 
to  the  Council.  Prior  to  that  date  this  appointment  was  com- 
bined with  that  of  the  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

Early  in  1939,  an  Estates  Management  Department  was 
formed  under  Mr.  E.  Ollett. 


Office  Accommodation.  Prior  to  1913  the  staff  was  dis- 
persed in  a number  of  rented  offices  in  Chelmsford.  In  that 
year,  the  erection  of  central  offices  in  Waterloo  Lane,  Chelms- 
ford, to  house  all  whole  time  officers,  was  completed. 

Owing  to  the  added  duties  imposed  upon  the  Council,  the 
staff  had  to  be  increased  from  time  to  time,  and  soon  the  Waterloo 
Lane  offices  proved  inadequate. 
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In  1938,  the  present  exeellent  offiees  with  a Couneil  Chamber 
were  eompleted,  at  a cost  of  £20,643. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  first  census  taken  was  in  1801.  The  following  table 
gives  the  populations  at  that  and  each  subsequent  census.  The 
decline  in  the  population  in  1911,  compared  with  that  of  1901, 
was  due  to  the  transfer  in  1907  to  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford 
of  an  area  of  831  acres  with  a population  of  3,408. 


In 

1801 

the  population 

was 

14,990. 

55 

1811 

55 

55 

55 

17,510. 

55 

1821 

55 

55 

55 

19,943. 

55 

1831 

55 

55 

55 

21,742. 

55 

1841 

55 

55 

55 

23,814. 

55 

1851 

55 

55 

55 

23,449. 

55 

1861 

55 

55 

55 

22,458. 

55 

1871 

55 

55 

5 5 

24,454. 

55 

1881 

55 

55 

> 5 

23,037. 

55 

1891 

55 

55 

55 

23,174. 

55 

1901 

55 

55 

55 

23,717. 

55 

1911 

55 

55 

55 

22,791. 

55 

1921 

55 

55 

55 

24,616. 

55 

1931 

55 

55 

55 

28,641. 

The  present  estimated  population  is  35,190. 

From  the  above  table  it  is  seen  that  the  population  has 
shown  a gradual  increase,  with  the  exception  of  slight  falls  at 
each  of  the  census  of  1851,  1861,  1881  and  1911..  Birth  rates 
are  available  as  far  back  as  1881,  and  the  following  table  sets 
them  out  in  periods.  This  table  shows  that  during  the  years 
1881-1890,  the  birth  rate  was  28  per  thousand  of  population 
and  then  it  gradually  declined  until  the  average  during  the  years 
1921-1930  was  less  than  half — namely,  13.1.  During  the  next 
ten  years,  1931 — 1940,  it  showed  a slight  increase,  and  for  the 
period  1941 — 1946,  a further  increase  to  17.4.  The  birth  rate 
for  the  year  1946,  was  19.7  per  thousand  population. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PERIOD  1881-194G. 


Period 

Average  Niim 
and  Deaths 
Popul 

ber  of  Births 
aer  1 ,000  of 
ation 

Average  Number  of  Deaths 
of  Infants  under  1 year  per 
1,000  Births 

Birth  Rate 

DeathRate 

Infantile  Mortality  , 

1881-1890 

28.0 

15.3 

92 

1891-1900 

24.1 

14.7 

96 

1901-1910 

22.8 

13,3 

80 

1911-1920 

20.7 

12.6 

64 

1921-1930 

13.1 

11.0 

43 

1931-1940 

15.1 

11.7 

39 

1941-1946 

'17.4 

11.1 

32 

The  death  rates  sinee  1881,  show  a steady  decrease.  During 
the  period  1881 — 1890,  it  was  15,3  per  thousand  of  the  popula- 
tion, declining  gradually  until  now  it  is  11.1.  The  effect  of  a 
declining  birth  rate  is  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  older 
persons  in  the  population,  for  example,  the  percentage  of  persons 
in — 

1881  over  65  years  of  age  was  6 per  cent. 

1921  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ^ 55  5>  ' . 

1931  ,,  ,,  5 , 55  9 55  55 


With  regard  to  the  behaviour  of  certain  specific  diseases, 
detailed  lists  of  causes  of  death  are  not  given  for  the  earlier 
years  but  particulars  of  deaths  from  heart  disease  and  cancer 
are  available.  In  the  period  1881-1890,  there  were  399  deaths 
from  heart  disease,  though  from  1911-1920,  there  was  a con- 
siderable decrease  when  305  deaths  were  recorded  from  the 
disease.  From  1921-1930,  the  figure  had  risen  to  441,  and  during 
the  period  1931-1940  the  disease  reached  its  highest  total  when 
761  deaths  were  recorded,  an  increase  of  52  per  cent  on  the 
period  1881-1890.  From  1941-1946,  the  figure  was  543.  In 
the  period  1871-1880,  there  were  274  deaths  attributed  to  cancer. 
During  the  following  ten  years  it  was  responsible  for  355  deaths, 
whilst  during  the  past  five  years  the  number  was  404.  Since 
better  facilities,  such  as  the  use  of  X-rays,  have  been  available 
for  diagnosing  the  disease,  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to 
the  disease  has  increased. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  although  the  notification 
of  infectious  disease  was  not  compulsory  until  the  passing  of 
the  Public  Health  (Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases)  Act, 
1890,  there  are  details  available  from  the  year  1871,  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  particulars  of  deaths  from  infectious  diseases 
from  1871  to  1946.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  Measles  have  shown  a considerable  decrease 
in  the  past  sixty-five  years,  a position  no  doubt  largely  due  to 
the  considerable  interest  shown  by  the  public  with  regard  to  health 
matters.  A most  significant  decrease  is  also  shown  with  regard 
to  Tuberculosis.  This  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES  IN  PAST  YEARS 


Period 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Influenza 

Cancer 

1 

Heart 

Disease 

1871-1880 

84 

274 

— 

1881-1890 

19 

71 

39 

275 

127 

8 

40 

123 

— 

355 

399 

1891-1900 

10 

58 

49 

— 

— 

— 

37 

54 

— 

448 

— 

1901-1910 

15 

32 

8 

198 

66 

2 

16 

48 

57 

235 

361 

1911-1920 

8 

14 

2 

157 

42 

4 

12 

26 

106 

282 

305 

1921-1930 

3 

7 

2 

158 

38 

4 

2 

22 

78 

415 

441 

1931-1940 

4 

6 

2 

113 

33 

4 

6 

4 

68 

519 

761 

1941-1946 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

50 

10 

1 

6 

4 

37 

404 

543 

A number  of  minor  epidemics  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred 
from  time  to  time  and  were  mainly  attributed  to  the  polluted 
water  supplies.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever 
during  the  period  1881-1890  was  39.  During  the  period  1891- 
1900,  the  position  worsened  when  49  deaths  were  recorded.  In 
the  next  period,  1901-1910,  the  number  of  deaths  declined  to  8. 
Since  1910,  a period  of  36  years,  only  six  deaths  resulted  from 
the  disease.  Diphtheria,  as  seen  from  the  above  table,  shows  a 
steady  reduction  in  the  toll  of  deaths  from  this  disease.  The 
co-operation  of  parents  and  Health  Authorities,  coupled  with 
iiuTcased  facilities  for  combating  the  disease,  have  proved  to 
be  vital  factors  in  the  decrease. 

Influenza  in  epidemic  form  appeared  in  the  District  from 
time  to  time,  and  during  1911-1920,  there  were  106  deaths  from 
the  disease,  58  of  these  occurring  during  the  1918  epidemic, 
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In  that  year  the  outbreak  was  not  confined  to  this  District  alone 
but  was  pandemic. 

Since  1881,  smallpox  has  appeared  in  the  District  on  ten 
occasions,  the  most  recent  beitig  in  1931  when  7 cases  occurred 
amongst  caravan  dwellers.  Until  1884,  patients  were  nursed 
in  their  own  homes,  but  in  that  year  a tent  was  purchased  and 
used  for  isolating  cases  of  smallpox. 

The  following  table  gives  various  infectious  diseases  notified 
from  1892  until  1946.  * ' . 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

’ Enteric 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  forms 

of 

Tuberculosis 

1892-1900 

643 

508 

131 

— 

1901-1910 

627 

457 

46 

6 

198 

66 

1911-1920 

316 

164 

14 

4 

271 

48 

1921-1930 

495 

182 

19 

9 

204 

63 

1931-1940 

690 

110 

12 

39 

169 

90  ' • 

1941-1946 

206 

23 

2 

16 

146 

84 

f ' 

From  the  two  previous  tables  it  will  be  noted  that  the  propor- 
tion of  deaths  is  not  high  in  relation  to  the  number  of  cases 
notified,  and  both  figures  show  a steady  decline. 


Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  earliest  Isolation  Hospital,  which  consisted  of  a tent, 
was  first  utilised  in  1889.  This  accommodation  was  mainly 
used  for  Smallpox  cases  and  was  erected  in  a field  in  the  parish 
in  which  the  case  or  cases  occurred.  The  first  permanent  Isolation 
Hospital  was  erected  in  1893,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Hospital, 
and  consisted  of  a single  block  with  two  wards,  each  of  which 
could  accommodate  five  patients.  For  cases  in  excess  of  this 
number,  it  was  the  practice  to  erect  tents.  The  hospital  served 
the  Rural  District  but  in  1902  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford  made 
application  to  join  the  scheme,  and  in  that  year  the  present 
Joint  Hospital  Board  was  formed  to  serve  the  two  Districts. 
From  time  to  time  extensions  were  made  to  the  hospital  build- 
ings. 
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Water  Supplies  of  the  District. 

In  1872  the  water  sujoply  throughout  the  District  was  obtained 
mainly  from  private  shallow  wells,  streams,  ponds,  springs,  and 
rainwater.  The  first  proposal  to  provide  a piped  water  supply 
for  any  parish  was  in  1873,  when  it  was  decided  to  utilise  water 
from  springs  at  Ingatestone  and  Fryerning  to  supply  that  parish. 
These  works  were  completed  in  1879,  and  were  augmented 
in  1900  by  a ten  inch  deep  bored  tube.  Plans  for  a piped  water 
supply  for  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Great  Baddow,  Springfield, 
and  Widford  were  approved  and  the  works  were  completed  in 
1881.  The  supply  was  obtained  from  springs,  but  in  1900 
had  to  be  augmented  by  a supply  from  a deep  well.  A piped 
water  supply  was  provided  from  springs  for  Danbury  in  1891, 
and  this  supply  was  extended  to  the  parishes  of  Little  Baddow, 
East  Hamiingfield,  Rettendon,  Runwell,  Sandon,  and  Woodham 
Ferrers.  Prior  to  1890,  VVrittle  village  obtained  its  water 
supply  from  a standpipe  owned  by  the  Writtle  Brewery  Com- 
pany. In  1902  a deep  bored  tube  well  was  constructed  to 
provide  a piped  water  supply  to  the  village  of  Writtle.  Prior 
to  1914,  Broomfield  village  depended  mainly  for  its  domestic 
water  supply  upon  private  shallow  wells.  In  that  year  the  present 
waterworks  consisting  of  a deep  bored  tube  with  the  necessary 
distributing  mains  were  completed. 

Minor  public  water  supplies  were  provided  in  1885  for  the 
village  of  Little  Waltham,  and  in  1889  for  GreatWaltham  village, 
by  means  of  standpipes,  the  supply  being  from  springs.  In 
other  parishes  public  pumps  were  provided. 

In  1885  a survey  of  the  water  supplies  throughout  the  District 
was  made,  when  it  was  estimated  that — 

4 per  cent,  of  the  population  obtained  their  water  supply  from  ponds. 

3,,  ..  ....  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  »»  streams 


1 

50 

38 

4 


, rainwater. 

, springs. 

, shallow  wells, 
artesian  wells 


As  to  the  quality  of  the  supplies,  it  was  estimated  that : — 
42  per  cent  were  of  good  standard. 

14  ,,  ,,  useable. 

18  ,,  ,,  imsafe. 

26  ,,  ,,  dangerously  polluted. 


During  1933,  the  Council  decided  to  take  advantage  of  the 
trunk  inains  of  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company  passing 
through  the  District.  The  scheme  consisted  of  reserving  500,000 
gallons  per  day  from  the  Company,  and  extending  the  Council’s 
mains  to  supply  the  populous  area  of  all  the  parishes.  This 
involved  the  laying  of  approximately  100  miles  of  new  mains, 
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and  was  completed  in  1939.  Together  with  the  previous  mains 
owned  by  the  Council,  this  made  a total  length  of  180  miles. 
Further  extensions  have  since  taken  place,  until,  at  the  end  of 
1946,  of  every  five  houses  in  the  District,  4 have  a piped  supply 
available.  For  this  purpose  a further  500,000  gallons  per  day 
have  been  reserved  from  the  Company,  making  a total  daily  reser- 
vation of  one  million  gallons.  As  a result  of  these  reservations, 
the  District  Council  has  ceased  to  supply  from  their  own  water- 
works, with  the  exception  of  those  at  Broomfield.  Eventually 
these  will  be  closed,  although  the  water  is  of  excellent  quality; 
to  retain  them,  however,  it  would  be  necessary  to  overhaul  the 
pumping  machinery,  and  this  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  not 
sanction  owing  to  the  cost  involved. 

In  addition  to  the  statutory  right  of  obtaining  water  from 
the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company,  there  is  a further  statu- 
tory right  vested  in  the  District  Council  to  obtain  water  from 
the  Borough  of  Chelmsford  and  the  Southend  Waterworks 
Company.  The  latter  Company  has  statutory  rights  to  supply 
property  over  a small  area  which  was  transferred  to  the  District 
under  the  County  Review. 

During  1946.  a pond  near  the  school  at  Ford  End  was 
reported  to  be  so  polluted  that  it  was  becoming  a serious  nuisance, 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1876  this  pond  was  con- 
sidered as  a possible  source  of  domestic  supply  for  the  village. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Prior  to  1879,  there  were  no  public  sewers  available  in  any  part 
of  the  District  but  the  highway  drains  were  used  by  some  of  the 
inhabitants  as  sewers.  In  1879,  a sewerage  scheme  was  com- 
pleted for  the  populous  area  of  Ingatestone  and  Fryerning. 
These  sewers  have  been  extended  from  time  to  time,  and  the 
sewage  is  discharged  at  the  sewage  works  where  it  is  treated  by 
broad  irrigation  and  the  effluent  flows  into  the  River  Wid. 
Sewage  from  the  populous  area  of  Mountnessing  is  also  treated 
at  these  works,  this  scheme  being  completed  in  1934. 

In  1878,  plans  for  a sewerage  system  for  the  populous  areas 
of  the  villages  of  Great  Baddow,  Springfield  and  Widford  were 
submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  purification 
of  the  sewage  was  to  be  by  broad  irrigation  on  land  in  the 
parish  of  Springfield.  Subsequently  the  Borough  of  Chelms- 
ford joined  in  with  this  scheme  and  a Joint  Sewerage  Com- 
mittee of  the  two  Authorities  was  formed.  The  scheme  was 
completed  in  1881, 
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In  1905,  a sewerage  system  with  loeal  piirifieation  works  for 
the'  village  of  Writtle  was  eompleted.  In  1928,  by  agreement 
with  the  Borough  of  Chelmsford,  the  loeal  works  were  discon- 
tinued and  sinee  then  the  sewage  has  entered  the  Borough  sewers 
and  diseharged  at  the  Joint  wSewage  Works  in  Springfield. 

In  1928,  Broomfield  village  was  provided  with  sewers. 
These  diseharged  into  those  of  the  Borough  through  whieh  the 
sewage  is  drained  to  the  Joint  Works  at  Springfield. 

The  village  of  Great  Waltham  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  is 
eonveyed  to  settling  tanks  before  diseharge  into  the  river,  but 
in  LittleWaltham  the  road  drains  serve  as  sewers,  and,  at  present, 
new  sewers  are  under  eonsideration  to  serve  these  two  villages. 

In  1937,  the  Runwell  sewerage  seheme  was  eompleted  at 
a eost  of  over  £196,000.  ’ ' 

, • f 

The  remainder  of  the  parishes  in  the  Distriet  are  without 
sewerage  systems.  The  need  for  the  provision  of  these  was 
realised  some  years  before  .the  last  war,  and  sehemes  were  devised 
whieh,  but  for  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  would  have  been  in 
operation  to-day.  The  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  separ- 
ate sehemes  for  the  individual  parishes  as  aguinst  combined 
sehemes  for  several  parishes  have  been  examined,  and  it  has 
been  deeided  to  combine  parishes  for  this  purpose,  guided  by  the 
^evels  and  valley  lines  of  the  area,  with  the  result  that  the  follow- 
ng  sehemes  have  been  deeided  upon. 


Parishes  covered  by  the 
Scliemes 

Method  of  Disposal. 

Approximate  lengths 
of  Pipes  required 

Great  Waltham  & I.ittle 
Waltliam 

( 

To  connect  to  the  exist- 
, ing  Broomfield  sewers 
and  thence  to  the  works 
of  the  Joint  Sewerage 
Committee. 

5 miles 

Ingatestone,  Margaretting, 
Mountnessing  & Stock 
(including  an  area  in 
the  Billericay  U.D.C. 

To  a proposed  disposal 
works  sited  near  the 
River  Wid  at  Margaret- 
ting Tye. 

12  miles.  , 

Great  Baddow  (including 
Galleywood),  Little 

To  a proposed  disposal 
works  below  Little 

35  miles. 

Baddow,  Boreham, 

Baddow  the  final  efflu- 

, 

Danbury  & Sandon. 

ent  to  discharge  into 
the  River  Chelmer  at  a 

point  below  Rushes 
Lock. 

1 . . * • 
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It  is  anticipated  that  a commencement  of  at  least  part  of 
these  schemes  will  be  possible  when  conditions  permit.  The 
total  cost  of  the  work,  including  the  necessary  pumping  stations, 
etc.,  as  given  by  pre-war  estimates,  amounts  to  no  less  than 
£250,000,  but  is  likely  to  be  greatly  increased  owing  to  the  present 
cost  of  labour  and  materials.  A Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held 
in  1946,  in  respect  of  the  first  mentioned  scheme,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  has  approved  the  scheme  in  principle. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  schemes,  preliminary 
work  is  in  hand  for  the  preparation  of  schemes  of  main  drainage 
in  the  })arishes  of  South  Hanningfield  (in  conjunction  with  Biller- 
icay  U.D.C.)  Great  Leighs,  Roxwell,  and  Woodham  Ferrers. 


Public  Cleansing. 

For  a niunber  of  years  the  Council  has  undertaken  the  col- 
lection of  household  refuse  in  the  more  populous  parishes,  horse 
transport  giving  way  to  mechanical  transport  in  1934.  Prior  to 
the  recent  war,  weekly  collections  by  direct  labour  in  the  parishes 
of  Great  Baddow,  Ingatestone  and  Fryerning,  Writtle  and  Broom- 
field were  enjoyed  by  nearly  3,000  householders,  and  in  addition 
a contractor  collected  regularly  in  the  parishes  of  Little  Waltham, 
Mountnessing,  Stock,  Boreham,  Danbury,  and  Roxwell  from 
nearly  1,500  houses. 

i 

The  war  disotganised  the  public  cleansing  service,  and  the 
collections  in  most  cases  became  less  frequent.  The  collection 
of  salvage  became  obligatory  upon  Local  Authorities,  and  during 
the  period  1939-1945,  over  850  tons  of  wastepaper,  together 
with  many  tons  of  metal,  rubber,  textiles  and  bones,  and  thous- 
ands of  bottles  and  jars,  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  Council 
and  the  £5,550  thus  obtained  has  covered  the  cost,  of  the  scheme 
and  the  profits  have  gone  towards  the  relief  of  the  rates.  Almost 
as  much  again  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  Council’s  contractor 
and  by  private  collection  schemes. 

In  1946  the  Council  approved  a comprehensive  refuse  col- 
lection scheme  which  will  give  a weekly  or  fortnightly  collection 
to  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  houses  in  the  District.  The  operation 
of  this  scheme  is  continually  being  postponed  owing  to  the  delayed 
delivery  of  the  necessary  new  vehicles.  All  refuse  collected  is 
disposed  of  by  “ controlled  tipping  ” — the  Council  having 
adopted  this  method  in  1928. 


I 
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Inspection  of  Foods. 

This  is  an.  important  function  of  the  local  authority.  Prior 
to  the  last  war  a number  of  private  slaughter  houses  were 
operating  in  the  area.  During  and  since  the  war,  central 
slaughtering  has  been  in  operation.  In  theory,  such  an  arrange- 
ment is  an  improvement  on  a large  number  of  private  slaughter 
houses,  but  if  it  is  to  prove  satisfactory  in  practice,  better 
methods  of  transporting  and  handling  the  meat  must  be  pro- 
vided. 

Since  1885,  regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  of 
dairies  and  cowsheds  where  milk  is  produced  for  sale.  Prior 
to  this  date  a register  of  these  premises  was  kept  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace. 

Housing. 

The  condition  of  house  property  has  improved  considerably 
during  recent  years.  A number  of  houses  that  were  beyond 
repair  have  been  condemned  and  demolished,  and  the  follow- 
ing table  sets  them  out  in  periods  : — 

In  the  period  1910-1920  there  were  33  houses  condemned 
„ „ „ 1921-1930  „ „ 117  „ 

„ „ „ 1931-1940  „ „ 172  „ 

„ „ „ 1941-1946  „ „ 33  ., 

For  many  years,  especially  in  the  outlying  agricultural  par- 
ishes, the  number  of  houses  erected  year  by  year  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  meet  the  requirement  of  the  population,  and  the 
recent  war  has  been  instrumental  in  adding  considerably  to 
this  problem.  The  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  District 
since  1901  is  given  in  the  table  below  : — 

From  1901  to  1910  there  were  633  houses  erected  in  the  District. 


99 

1911  „ 

1920 

99 

381 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

1921  „ 

1930 

99 

99 

2051 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

1931  „ 

1940 

99 

99 

2537 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

1941  „ 

99 

99 

99 

141 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

In  1911, 

two 

Council  cottages 

were 

erected 

in 

the  parish 

Ingatestone  to  house  employees  of  the  Council,  and  from  time  to 
time,  under  various  acts,  Council  owned  houses  have  been  built 
until,  in  1946,  the  Council  owned  1039  houses.  Details  of  the 
various  schemes  under  which  these  were  built  are  given  in  the 
Report. 

With  regard  to  post-war  housing,  the  position  is  extremely 
acute,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  but  some 
progress  is  being  made  in  this  direction,  and  at  the  end  of  1946, 
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there  were  1 2 permanent  houses  and  70  temporary  prefabricated 
bungalows  erected  and  247  Government  huts  adapted  for  living 
accommodation . 

A Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  in  1946,  and  a total 
of  7,365  properties  under  £20  rateable  value  were  inspected. 
The  purpose  of  the  Survey  was  to  decide  a programme  of  housing 
improvements  to  be  carried  out  over  a number  of  years.  Further 
details  are  given  in  the  Report. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  housewives  that  the  main  essentials 
regarding  housing,  are  first,  good  accommodation,  second,  a 
piped  water  supply  inside  the  house,  and  third,  electricity. 
The  latter  is  placed  before  main  drainage  in  rural  areas. 

I have  outlined  the  past,  what  of  the  future  ? 

My  own  view  is  that  there  will  be  increased  communal 
health  services,  but  authorities  may  have  to  guard  against  the 
danger  of  diminishing  unduly,  the  responsibilities  of  the  indi- 
vidual citizen. 
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